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lication, than that, as they 
were the amuſement of a few | 


th, 


5 leiſure moments, ſo ſhe hopes 
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| will afford fome ſlight 


. entertainment to the ſolitude, 


"64k or ennui, of others. She 
| 4 F \ truſts them to the candour of 
- Hin ingenuous public, intreat- 
WM at the fame time, that 


will be merci l For- 
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N an evening, che latter end ot 
December, the Rev. Mr. Over- 

bury, and his wife, ſeated b 

a cheerful fire, in a village of Kent, of 
which he was rector, returned thanks 5 
to Heaven, 1 and congratulated each o. 5 1 
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twelve years old, had retired an hour 


daughter Henrietta, who was about 


before; and they were delightedly re- 
marking; her , many amiable. qualities, 
when a loud rapping at the door cauſed 
them both to ſtart from their chairs : 
the footman (who probably was ſleep- 
ing in the kitchen) not going immedi- 
ately to anſwer 1t, the humanity of Mr. 
> Overbury S heart induced him to ſnatch 
up the candle, and haſten himſelf to re- 
lieve the ſolicitor for admittance, from 
bis uncomfortable ſituation. But what | 
Was his aſtoniſhment on opening the 
- door, when | he perceived a man on 
horſeback, who, jumping haſtily off, 
delivered into his arms a heavy burthen, 
Wrapt in a livery great coat, with theſe 
Words: © Travellers, in great diftreſs, 
66 are obli ged to beg you, will gives 
2 houſe- room for a few days.” In 
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"I * this, he rethounted: his horſe, and, 
notwichſtanding the ſnow,' galloped off 
W ac full ſpeed, leaving g the aſtoniſhed 
Mir. Overbury ſtanding with the door 
in his hand, till che extteme cold awak- 
ened his recollection, and he re-entered 
the room he had left. The look of ſur- 
prize with which he approached Mrs. 
Overbury, and the ſtrange appearance 
N of his burthen, filled her with the ſame 
aſtoniſhment he felt himſelf. He re- 
counted his wonderful adventure: and 
mey proceeded to examine the contents. 
of che bundle, which had been intruffet 
io him in fo extraordinary a manner, 
when, to add to the perplexity in which” 
chey were involved, they diſcovered: ie . 4. 
W co be a child of about a year old, very 
1 elegantly dreſt, and diſplaying at oncs 
7 beauty the moſt attractive, and inno- 4 
cence the moſt winning in its h » We: 
1 face. Its eyes were cloſed by a Pro: 
_— B 2 8 
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185 fleep : but that which principally 
drew their attention, was a label on its 
boſom, written with a pencil, inſeribed 
Ophelia ; by which they judged that 
was its name. Round her neck was tied 
2 rich locket of hair, of an oval form, 
381 large, and ſet round with brilliants, of 
which alſo was compoſed a cypher on 
fte hair, E, L. On removing the child 
| from the coat, a | purſe fell to the 

| ground, which, they afterwards found, 
FContained a bank- bill of thirty pounds, 
and upwards of twenty guineas: the 
purſe was compoſed of brown and gold, 
Ming at one end an Earl's coronet. 
ue livery-coat was white, turned up 
with black velvet: and theſe were all 
tze clues by which it was poſſible for 

. Mr. and Mrs. Overbury to diſcover the 

. parents of the infant; but, from theſe, 
„ My Jidged them to be act os Duke 
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5 the time in which chey had re- 
e all theſe particulars, the beau- 
riful little female opened her dark blue 
eyes, and exclaimed in the molt pathetic 
tone of voice, Mamma!” This fimple 
word, and the look which accompanied 
tit, ſo affected the gentle Mrs. Overbury, 8 17 
W that, while the tears rolled down her 
= checks, ſhe preſſed the infant to her 
7 r N and {git huſhed | it * 
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20 Mis. C — were - Gick as; Fi) 50 
W their ſingularity, merit a eee, ; he 5 
4 | Mr. Overbury was at the time of this Is 
3 remarkable event, Juſt turned of two - > £ # | 
k and- forty. He loſt his | father while 
poung; but having received a liberal 
dducation, he declared himſelf for be pr 
church; and was placed at college * 
4 an n uncle, before he was 5 nineteen. How- 2 
ESD B 'S.: . ey er, 
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euer, being introduced to Miſs Mel- 
EE 4 bourne, then a remarkably pretty gir! 
of his own age, and charmed with the 
diſtinguiſhed ſweetneſs of her diſpoſi- 
tion, with all the romantic generoſity of 
inconſiderate youth, he offered her his 
hand; and, by her acceptance of it of- 
* fending his friends, as her furtune was 
very ſmall, the firſt D? e nee 
A Was paſſed in that Trecarious fate whi 
by exerciſing the ingenuity duty 

of young people, inſures them from 
_ falling into the indolence: affluence too 

oſten produces, and fixes them in thoſe 
huabits of economy which nothing elſe 
dean determine. At the end of that pe- 
- Nod, the death of ſome relations, who 
had gradually become ' reconciled to 
"them, and the intereſt of ſome others, 
gave him the poſſeſſion of a good eſtate 
and a valuable living; on which he 
— AE | 
E ol | Kindneſs 
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| Linda and benevolence to all bis pa- 
' fiſhioners, which both the goodneſs of 
his own heart and the principles of the 
religion he profeſſed, induced him to 
do. The poor were conſtantly, relieved 
from his own table: he viſited the fick, 
ſpoke: comfort to the ſinner, and charg- 
ed himſelf with ſuch attention to the 
education of the children, as ſhould: pre- 
vent them from adding to the number 
of thoſe who, through ignorance, fall 
into . His ſermons were plain and 
eaſy; rather practical diſcourſes chan 
0 Ne eſſays. He conſidered, that 
thoſe who chiefly wanted ns. 
were ſuch as, either from the narrowneſs 
of cheir capacity or their want of edu- 
A cation, were unable to comprehend 
thoſe elegant harangues, extremely well 
W calculated to amuſe a polite audience: 
and as the principal number of his hear- 
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1 "LUMLEY-HOUSE. 
tated the example of his Divine Maſter, 
and addreſſed them in terms they could 
underſtand, though he was neither vul- 
di eat nor familiar in his e and 
manner. | | | 


— 


any other he could have met with : her 
> " xemper as ſweet as he could deſire, her 
principles determinately excellent, and 


- her underſtanding ſolid; He had no- 
thing left to with, although ſhe: poſſeſſed 
not that diſcriminating - genius which 
diſcerns in a moment which fide it ſhall 


take, and inſtantly conceives every ar- 
gument in its favour; yet was he per- 
fectly well pleaſed to obſerve in her 
qualities which, in his opinion, fully 
- compenſated for the want of this: nay, 
probably he did not perfectly underſtand 
its extent, and therefore did not miſs it. 


ee eee 
haps, more ſuited to be his wife than 
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She was generally allowed to be one * 1 
the moſt amiable women in the world. 
He ſought not for her, nor did ſhe for 
herſelf, the title of the moſt brilliant, 
without arrogating any! merit. She took. - 
ſuch a part in Mr. Overbury's care for 
the poor, as the wife of every clergy= 


man ought. to do, and was particularly 


attentive that their children were de- 


W cently cloathed and properly fed. In a 
word, they were, each of them in their 


particular province, both in precept and 


practice, that beſt and moſt praiſeworthyx 
| of all aeg ACER The C 
tian. 
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{| 'T H E next morning Mrs. . 
|| roſe early, and inſtantly ſought the 
"| apartment in which her daughter was 
eee ee eee e xime 
to o her prudence, though at ſo early an 
age, any thing might be intruſted, the 
I ſerupted not fully to inform her of che 
event of the preceding evening; at 
which the gentle Henrietta wept 22 
wondered, expreſſing the moſt ardent 
| _ defire to ſee the child, and begging 
Mrs. Overbury would allow her to con- 
ſider it particularly her own care while 
it ſhould continue with them. © The in- 
ſtant ſhe had finiſhed dreſſing hewſelf, 
the amiable girl. haſtened to the cham- 
. : OO per 
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"Mi ah the little Ophelia had paſſed L 
the night. The ſweet Child opened her 
eyes as they entered the room, and 
ſtretched out her dimpled hands; but 
perceiving no face to which ſhe was ac- 
cuſtomed, ſhe-burlt into tears, and re- 
peatedly cried, Mamma, Mamma: 
while Henrietta, kneeling, wept over, 
and tried to compoſe and ſoothe her. In 
a ſhort time ſlie ſucceeded; and; the 
beautiful infant ſmiled on her kind Pro- 
tectors, appearing already to return their 
kindneſs with her love. Mr. Overbury 
received her in the breakfaſt-· parlour 
with an affection truly paternal, and en- 
couraged his Henrietta to make e 
[effort ee her?: ns, E 
„The as was 7 on thie part of 
Henrietta, i in trying every device to en- 
Eige the afſection of Ophelia. On the - 
Part of the child ſometimes in ſmiles,, 
1 B 6. : and} 
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and IVE IO in tears ; though they. 
had the pleaſure of obſerving that, ere 
night, ſunſhine predominated in her 
weer face; and ſhe ſeemed tolerably 
well contented. in her new ſituation, 
| = "Whilſt Mr. and Mrs. Overbury paſſed 
FF the hours in anxious econjectures con- 
ceserning the parents of the child, of 

whom ey heard nothing, and niglit 

arriving, Henrietta ſhared her bed with 
: "Ophelia, who, are with par, ue 
"was _ | 


F 


"After 885 were ag the affection - 
ate pair conſulted together on the future 
plan to be followed in relation to the 
child, and reſolved; ſince Heaven had 
thus fixed on them to be her guardians, 
MN they would act up to that character; and 3 
if the was not claimed, to give her the. = 
fame education, „as far as their fituation 
would admit, which from the * 
rank 
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rank of her parents ſhe would from them 
have received: to- ſpeak of her as tie 
orphan of a deceaſed friend, which it. 
would be eaſy to do, as none but them- 
veins and thoſe who: had intruſted her 

to their care, were acquainted with the: 
manner in which ſhe was left. After 
this deciſion, conſcious of the benevo- > 


Ent intentions of their own bearts, * 
retired to ö 


This esse was purſued ; and no. 
perſon claiming Ophelia, ſhe continued 
with them, improving every day, till 
ſhe was three years old; and was at that 
age, by the excellent ſtile i in which her 
tutoreſs conveyed her leſſons, enabled to 
know every letter in any book. — No- 
| material occurred tilt ſhe was fix 
= years old ; at- which point of time the | 
f | | beſt maſters of muſic, dancing, and 
5 1 which the country afforded, 
. | wane: 


*% 
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were procured for her; Mr. Overbury 4 
himſelf inftructing her in French, Italian, 
reading, and the uſe: of the pen: and 
every hour, from that Era till ſhe was, 
fourteen, was fully engaged in theſe 
purſuits, and the ſtudy of Engliſh litera- 
ture, which was her principal pleaſure. 
It may probably be aſked, Whether, 
with all theſe avocations to divide her 
attention, ſhe attained any perfection in 
either? She did in all; for the method 
in which ſhe took thenr up, after each 
other, in regular progreſſion, enabled : 
her to pay her whole attention to the 
buſineſs of the time being. She never 
knew an idle moment; and contracted 
a habit of activity ſo much, that fitting 
one quarter of an hour without employ- 
ment, wearied her beyond her patience. 
She roſe early; and till ſhe went to bed 
was never at reſt. She took as much 
exerciſe as ſhe Poſſibliy could, and en- 
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WM joyed an excellent ftate of health. . Her 
"18 "din mature beyond her years, her 
= diſpoſition extremely ſweet, tho' wen 
incited ſpirited and haughty,—her per- - 
fon pronounced by all extremely beau 
tiful, it was not aſtoniſhing that Mr. and 
Mrs. Overbury doated on her: they 
admired her application, her memory, 
and the progreſs ſne made in all her ac- 
compliſhments; hut they perceived not 
$ in her, neither did they value her for 
that which to many would have proved 
the moſt diſtinguiſhing charm ſhe. poſ-- 
W eſt, —1 mean that intuitive genius which 
i me brighteſt emanation of the ſoul, 
which faſcinates every heart, which ap- 
proaches the neareſt of all. the endow- 
ments of man to divinity ; ; which alone 
W can. produce all that is excellent aud 55 
beroic; Which never ſtops at medio: 
crity, nor reſts till it has "pen the 
a e of n 15 | 
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| Hail, O Genius An enthuſiaſt in 
| | TH 4 ny | IL how lirtle eee, ſoever 
dame has to be accounted one of thy fa- 

| _ -vourites, dares boldly to affert thy ſu- 


= premeexcellence; thou who only couldſt 


have produced our almoſt -worthipped 
| Shakeſpeare !+ and in theſe our own. 
times, the exquiſite Garrick, the en- 
chanting Abington, the expreſſive Sid- 
dons, and, though laſt not leaſt* of thy 
'beloved:ſons, weep we over the ſcarcely 
interred remains of thy applauded Hen- 
derſon; who, ſnatching from thee a true 
ray of Promethean fire, ſpread the ſa- 
ered blaze to enraptured audiences, and 
taught them all to own thy powerful 
way! And. dare I venture to remind 
thee, Oh Genius, of a name from which, 
at the idea of competition, I muſt ſhrink 
away? who owes to thee the power of 
painting diſtreſs in ſuch colours, as muſt 
rend the hardeſt heart! who, by thy aid, 
RR =. as 


3 : — 


Ib "woven. 


has taught the mimic ſcenes to ab 2 
| with Nature's tints ;” who, with equal 
excellence, has repreſented the polith of 
W taſte and elegance, the artleflneſs of un- 
informed youth, and the vile illiberalit | 
of narrow-ſoul'd avarice! To attributes 
like theſe who can avow the claim, but 
that true daughter of thee my preſent 
meme (would alſo I could ſay my in- 
ſpired) who reflects the higheſt honour 
5 on the well known, much eee 
name of Buaxzz. 
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Wir n tale brilliant q quali | 
it was no wonder if the. lovely 

"RH Ophelia Melbourne (as our heroine | 
„ called) was at ſixteen the admira- 
tion of the litle village, more eſpecially 
a as Mifs Overbury had never ſhewn any 
ſttsing like that ref] plendency of beauty 
which blazed round Ophelia; whoſe 

| perſon . though truly feminine, united 
the idea of majeſty wich grace; and 
whoſe manners, though they breathed 
the moſt elegant ſoftneſs, were yet ac- 
companied by ſuch an inborn dignity 

as art can never teach. I have ſaid that 
her perſon was completely feminine, and 
to ber nund was ſo much ſo, that ſhe ſtudi- 
$47 55 VE, SR Ss * 
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"moſes avoided All exerciſes of a maſe by 
line nature; and though ſhe fat. on a — 
horſe with. the. grace.of Diana, yet ſhe 
never ſpoke ol it as 69 86comaliſhment, 
but 4 convenience; and ſeldom 
habit but when travelling. pry i 
no merit of mounting a ſpirited beaſt 
and jumping gates, but wholly,confined . 
herſelf 494 wemat 8 Pace, and ab Wo- 
— Oau: 3 and this not from want 
of kill, but from what : of- inglinatien. 
'Wi thout affectation, fhe had all chat ſoft 
timidity which tis ſo irreſiſtibly cngag- 
1 her fenſibikty was too exquiſe to 
content icſeif wich forming a collection 
5 of birds, dogs, cats, &. chough ſhe 
liked them in place; but a tale of woe 
would not only melt her into tears ſhe 
could not eonceal, but would alſo incite 
her never to reſt till the had, if polls, . 
ſought out and relievedithe byes 
7 was ſhe ſeldom the pe of deeeir, 
*1} \ _—  nce. 
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fine ſhe would herſelf ſee that cireum- 
ſtances were as they had been repre- 
fented to her: and a tale of oppreſſion 
would make ber checks glow and her 
eyes ſparkle with reſentment ſhe could 
not ſuppreſs. Doubtleſs, a heart ſo ten- 
der, ſo alive as Ophelia's, muſt fome- 


that very intelligence of foul which/ pro- 
- duces the moſt brilliant effect, ſometimes 
leads the heart into errors, which? per- 
haps only proceed from the exceſs of its 
virtues. Amiable are theſe venial treſ. 
paſſes; and, (r1oaftobgenen the ſun, they 
ſerve to ſet off more lucid _ of 
1885 . ae fl STKE 0 YOSHI 
"Mien WY knen Aae, e a 
. of ſituation took plaee at the 
parſonage, which deprived the fee 


Ophelia of her firſt governeſs, the gen- 


a 
— tle: 
" 9 . * 
* 


times err. I am inclined to think thoſe 
who have no faults have no virtues; for 


„ * 
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4 Henrietta; 5 WhO then conſented 6 2 
reward the conſtancy of a gentleman, 

who had paid his addreſſes to her ſome: 

years. The name of this gentleman" was 
Alwin : his living (he was a clergyman): 

was ſituated at a ſmall village in Devon- 

| ſhire, whither, upon his marriage, he 
intended to carry his amiable bride; fo. _ 1 
that the pain of parting with her parents 
was rendered more acute by diſtance, ö 

the little a WANs Was * 1 | 

often eng 


4 ( - * rt . 1 
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Mr, Alvin, it's, true, had /nothing; 
Nane. in his character to 
demand, a particular deſeription. He - 
was well read, ſenſible, and good- tem 
pered: and Miſs Overbury wiſely pre- 5 
ferring theſe qualities to the ſparkle f 
wit or the elegance of perſon, gave him 
her hand, and, by ſo doing, ee 
_ ki and herſelf happy. 
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The grief of Ophelia's heirs is bet. 
F rer mmauec> than deſcribed on che part- 
ing. Scarcely could the efteem ſhe felt 
; for Mr. Alwin induee her to forgive 
him, for robbing her of her beloved 
friend; and the promiſe of correſpond- 


ence had little in it of conſolation to the 
: aching heart of Ophelia, which retained 
2 deep impreſſion of ſadneſs many days 


aſter the departure of Mr. and Mrs. 

Alwin, although ſhe aſſumed all the 
cheerfulneſs in her power to comfort che 
dejected friends, who had ſo long, al- 
tbough ſhe knew not tlie extent of their 

| kindneſs, fupported and inſtructed her. 

In this ſhe ſueceeded tolerably well, and 
time a little alle viated their ſorro“, Mf 
t daughter 's happineſs being a ſuffi· 

© © cient motive with them to overcome 

| all the anxiety' or uneafineſs they mignt 
5 ; otherwiſe have: leit. 155 22 * U E l 


Half 
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Half a year had not lapſed fince” ,* 
Mrs. Alwin's departure, when they” . | 
heard that a noble manſion in the neigh- 
bourhood, called Lumley Houſe, 8 
longing to the Earl of Clifford, Which <p 

had been tenanted only by ſervants \ up- 
W wards of twenty years, having been va- 
: | cated by the going away and death of 
W its owner, was, for the futute, to be- 
come the reſidence of the Clifford fa- 
1 mily, and that proper repairs were mak- 
. ing in it for their reception. On Ophe- "BY IF 
W lia's enquiring why it had been ſo long Bo 
: uninhabited > Mr. Overbury anſwered,” - -: 
ne. had never. heard any reaſon aſſigni- 1 

1 ed: addin 2 that he had' known the old 

Lord Lumley, who reſided in it many 
years, extremely well; and alſo his ſon, 5 
who lived there a ſhort time, but quit- : 
ted it before his father s death, and ne- 
ver returngg to it: that he had never 
received 525 intelligence of him ſince, 

except 2 
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ö except a rumour firſt of his marriage, 
then of his death; and he believed, 
- with ſome. particular circumſtances, in 
each, which he had never been fully in- 
formed ol. — This account ſatisfied the 
light curioſity which had been raiſed in 
Ophelia; and ſhe began to wiſh ear- 
neſtly for their arrival, hoping they 
0 bt prove Os acquaintances. | 


On the 4 S when Mrs. . 
8 and Ophelia had entered the 
church, they perceived in the adjoining 

pew. v ſtrangemy whom they directly con- 
cluded to be the noble inhabitants of 
' Lumley-Houſe. The party conſiſted 
of a gentleman about forty, a lady - 5 
(who immediately attracted the eyes of 
Ophelia, by the elegance of her perſon) 
ſeemingly ſomething younger, and a 
young lady, apparently the age of our 
2 heroine, Ophelia, whoſe attention but 


- — 


* 


— SO MERTY> HOUSE. „ 


- 


car things could divert; from the. duty 
of the day, could not ſometimes reſiſt 


the impulſe ſhe felt to gaze on the elder 


of the ladies, whom ſhe ſuppoſed to be 
the Counteſs; and though ſhe felt her- : 
ſelf ſtrongly impreſſed with; reſpect, by 
che dignity of her air, yet was ſbe alſo - 
| forcibly attracted by the ſweetneſs of 
her countenance ; and frequently found | 
the eyes of the ſtranger fixed on her 
- own, with. an expreſſion of anxious en- 
quiry, extremely intereſting, while the. 
gaze of the younger ſeemed dictated 
by half-reſtrained curioſity. At length, 
aſhamed that her thoughts ſhould ſo 
Jong wander from the ſacred ſervice of 
che place, ſhe reſtored to her devotion 1 
all its uſual rene, . 


When the n BOW + plain ab. 
courſe of Mr. Overbury was ended, and 


he joined his amiable wife at the pew- 
Vor. I. ETF 


* 


— \ 


door, chey paid their 
noble ſtrangers, who returned 


— r 


preſſing herſelf charmed wi 

ford, Mr. and Mrs. Overbury 

her ſhe ſhould accompany them next 
day, in a viſit they meant to pay to tlis 

inhabitants of Lumley. Houſe. 


| 
| 
| 
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and, on Mrs. Overbury's aſking che 
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been ſo much agitated as on this 


— 4 
* 
4a 
>. 
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occaſion, nor had ſhe ever taken Fa oy 


much pains to leck well: her heal? | 
dreſs was changed more than once; 


reaſon of this untifüial attention, ſlle e 


claimed, Oh, Ma' am! if you did -| 


know how much I wiſh Lady Clifford 
<< to like me, you would not wonder at 
"> my anxiety ! »The warmen c 
which fhe ſy poke, denied the placid | 
Mrs. O Overbuty, who, even in her youth, 

had never felt chat ſort of pre 0 25 


he remarked''in Ophiefia, which Bas 


fo o king an animation to lier ſcatufts. 
"TP 5 Ce 5. She 
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She admoniſhed the ſweet girl on the 
danger of truſting to appearances ; — a 
doctrine which the ingenuous heart of 
Ophelia could not caſily receive, or 
very much admire ; and on which ſhe 
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reflected ſome time, without being able 


to convince herſelf of its juſtice. A be- 
ue in phyſiognomy is, perhaps, the er- 
For of generous minds. I do not mean 


the. imagination that you can diſcover 


the particular paſſions of the mind by 
the caſt of the features, but that you. 
may. eafily perceive whether any one is 


amiable, or the contrary : and, whe- 
ther it was OWing to our heroine's pe- 


culiar penetration, or to her good- 


fortune, certain it is ſhe was ſeldom 


miſtaken, She finzſhed her. drefs at 
length : they ſet off for the defireable 


viſt; and the chaiſe ſoon ſtopped: at 
the daor of Lumley-Houſe. Pleaſure | 


a ſurprize now took e 0 of abe 
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boſom of our * Ne : ſhe had wh = 


ver ſeen any thing half ſo magnificent 
as that noble manſion. The number 
of domeſtics in rich liveries, the bril- 


hancy of the furniture, the heighth and 


ſtatelineſs of the apartments, though 


they did not intimidate . Ophelia, or 


give her an outward air, filled her mind 


with wonder; but even that was diſſi- 


pated when the door of an elegant 


drawing - room was thrown open, and 


ſhe was introduced to the Earl and 
Counteſs of Clifford and Lady 06: N 
Oſmond, their only daughtkts © 


32 


The FS l filled ws? eyes. 
of Lady Clifford, when Miſs Mel - 
bourne was introduced to her, Which 
had appeared in them the day before. 


5 ſhould not,” ſaid Mrs. Overbury 55 
to Lady Clifford, after they were ſeated}; 
e e taken the liberty of introducing 


'S3 n 


% + 
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my niece the firſt time I had the ho- 
nour of paying my reſpects to your 
I adyſbip, had ſhe not ſo. earneſtly 
wiſhed to-accompany us, that I could 
not a her.” © Indeed,” faid Lady 
Clifford, * fince Miſs Melbourne was 
2 4; un wiſh. to come hither, it 
© would have been quite cruel to res 
« fuſe: both her and myſelf ſo great a 
pleaſure. But my dear young lady,“ 
 faid ſhe, turning to the bluſhing Ophe 
ha, whom ſhe had ſeated on the ſame 
fofa with herſelf, I am afraid we ſhalt 
not be able to induce. you to come 

* hither again.” 


| 
' 


Ophelia could not ſpeak ; but ſhe 
could look : Which ſhe did ſo expreſſ- 
ively, that Lady Clifford: perfectly un- 

derſtood her, and preſt her hand, while 

Ophelia longed, with an unaccount- 

abl ineſs, to kneel and kiſs hers. 
„ When- 
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45 Faſt before they took leave, | Lady f 
W timate ; and, by joining Ophelia's hand 
= with Lady Eugenia's, ſhe intreated her 
0 viſit them often; and added, * 
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L Whenever the duties of politeriefs 
would permit, the Counteſs addreſſec 


herſelf to the charmed Ophelia in words 


of the tendereſt import. Several times 
ſhe fixed her eyes on her, with ſighs, 


which the feeling and ingenuous Ophe- 5 
Ha returned, but without knowing their by 


fource. She felt her heart unuſually -. 
ſoſtened, and a fiveet enthuſiaſm take 


e ener, 26 In that mo- 


ment of attacl 
have parted 8 her ** to ive hay 
Clifford's; and her young heart, in 
that hour, gave itſelf up to a ene 


which bre armen 
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32 
EE hope you two young ladies will form 
<« a friendſhip, which it will give me 
- 6c the geſt — to eee 
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Ophelia couttabed as hs Win 
__ \Jith Lady 'Eugenia's hand, and ſaid, 
4 hope your Ladyfhip will permit 

mme to profit by _ honour Lady 
Clifford does me.” Lady Eugenia 
| returned only a low courteſy, and 

ſeemed to heſitate for words; but was 

ſilent. They then parted; and returned 
IX bo the og wy | 
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=. on their way nt, Mr. Orabaiy 
_ aſked Ophelia for her opinion of the 
Wl Cliffords: and ſhe expreſſed herſelf 
1 more than ever intereſted and charmed 
| with the Counteſs. Of Lord Clifford, 
| [8 _. © ſhe ſaid that ſhe could not judge, ex- 
| | tat that he appeared good-humoured 
„ and well-bred; but, ſhe added, thay 
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Lady Eugenia did not appear to her as 
i ſhe poſſeſſed either that elegance of 

manners, or intelligence of mind, cha | 
might have been expected from a | 
daughter of Lady Clifford, who united 
both in a ſuperior degree. He then 
aſked her how ſhe liked the houſe? To 

which ſhe anſwered, That it was ſplen- 
did enough. to aſtoniſn her. And 
yet,“ ſaid be, you did not ap- 
6 pear embarraſſed.” To which the 

" replied, That a fine houſe had in it 
nothing to awe, though it might have a 
great deal to pleaſe: and added, That 

| the found herſelf much more confuſed. 
with the continual and - unreſtrained 
gaze of that gentleman called Colonel 
Griffiths; and that ſhe wondered how 
any perſon, uſed to genteel company 
could behave in a mannner o. ex 
tremely rude. | 
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© Mrs Overbury then, with more aſ- 
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perity than Ophelia had ever ſeen her 


aſſume, reprehended her for ſo freely 
giving her opinion of perfons infinitely 


ſuperior, both in age and rank, to her- 


wondered how he could ſuffer ſo young 
a girl to have any opinion of her own ? 
Ophelia replied, that ſhe ſhould never 
have thought of giving hers, had not 


Mr. Overbury requeſted it: That ſhe 


did not imagine it neceſſary to uſe any 


reſerve to him, fince the wiſhed he 
would. correct her ideas, if falſe; which 
he eould not do, if unacquainted with 
ee “ Ophelia, faid Mrs. Over- 
bury, you know I hate argument; 


ce therefore do not talk any more about 


© it;” — and, in conſequence of this 
defire, they remained filent all the reſt 
of the way. 
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The beauty! of -Ophetia's 8 ce; as 

ben been mentioned in general terms; 

and probably a partieular an as "oh 
it erer not eee { wm” - ey 
Mi Mot Jourtie was tal ef har ger 
elegantly ſhaped, and proportioned b; 
me hand of Harmony ieſelf. Te? 
WM chiims-of Venus, as the poets deſcribe 
mem, could not outvie choſe of our? 
| beautiful heroine ;- and the Graves; the 
handmaids of the goddeſs, had heerally: 
decorated the lovely girl with thoſe 
arremens peculiar to themſelves, — and 
wirholit which the moſt perfect beauty 

ceaſes to pleaſe. Her hair, of a light 

auburn; was extremely long and chick, 
Surling in bright waves, over a boſon. 

which was of a clear and almaſt tranſ | 
parent white: her forehead Was low, 

and of a poliſhed, fairneſs : 2 eye- 
brows ; rather darker than her hair, " 

e, C 6 were 
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that pencilled look which gives the 


thick dark eye-laſhes, which gave to 


noſe was neither large nor ſmall, rather 


i 


with the under - lip rather fuller than the. 
her teeth ſmall, even, and of that tranſ- 


blueneſs about it: her chin ſmall, 
round, and em dimpled; 
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were e regularly arched, and yet had not 


appearance of art. It is not in the 
power of deſcription to give any idea 
of the beauty of her eyes: they were 
dark-blue, long made, with long and 


them a tremulous luſtre, like that 
which plays about the diamond. Her 


IM 


inclining to the Grecian form, which. 
marked the reſt of her features with an 
air of dignity. Her mouth was ſmall, 


other, which was uncommonly thin: 


6 Va p 9 2 [SE SEES r = p . 7 . 3 : 2 . 2 = 6 5 J i 5 a by ' 
= * TY c Tal” I n wo BEE * 5 1 K. 5 inn LY KCTS K 45x «27 . Ae e 4 — een = a 2s 2 Mt * 33 2 4 
EA ee ˙ im — ůw-w ̃¶ [. r — JJ / ðü/ d d e e . 


lucent whiteneſs which has. a ſort of 
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The ſofteſt bluſh which N ature ſpreads, A 
Save colour to her clicck ? ds, ob = 
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where 
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RED dimple, when ſhe ſmiled, * : 
an additional ſofinels to her features. 


* is poſſible to aſcribe the caddie: 
lar ſtile of her features; but who ſhall 
delineate that ever- varying expreſſion, 

animation and intelligence which frame 
in every glance, and gave to her face 
its moſt prevailing charm! Alas! here: 
all writing fail; and thoſe; only whos 
have felt the power of chis expreſſion, 
will be able to conceine its nn at- 
Suk was dhe uh Wis the - fiir © Dole 
"IPY and lovely as it was, it was: ſtill 
inferior to * if gente, and brillante e wad 
ber mind * L 05 ie 
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ing herfelf mdifpoled hk a flight: 


cold; did not, as her cuſtom was, riſe 


early to walk; and while ſhe lay 

awake, revolving in her mind the cir-- 
of her late agreeahle viſit, 
the heard Mrs. Overbury enter her: 


> huſband's ſtudy, which was ſeparated: 
from Ophelia's room only by a ſlight. 


partition. After they: had. diſcourſed a 
white upon indifferent fubjects, Mr. 
Overbury aſked where Ophelia was 2. 
In the garden, I imagine,” anfwered. 
Mrs. Overbury. Upon which he an- 


ſwered, I was ſorry, my dear, to hear 


2 * check her ſo * for ſenti- 
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ments which charmed me, by their 
diſcernment 2 accuracy. Upon 
« my word, ſhe is a moſt amiable gir!? 
« and, with her perfon and mind, witt 
probably raiſe herſelf to that ſtation. 
= © by marriage, which by birth I bes 
= << lieve ſhe ought to have filled: Poor 
child, I pity her feelings, when ſhe 
Wy << learns (as ſome. time fhe muſt do) 
Wh + that ſhe has no natural right to our 
aſſiſtance. —At theſe words the agi⸗- 
WS tated girl redoubled her attention... 
he more I reflect on chat extraor- 
« dinary occurrence, the more I am 
amazed. — But tel me, Henrietta; 1 
I | << are you not of opinion that we ought: 
Wh < to acquaint her, as far as we know 
3 of her origin? Indeed, ſaid Mrs, 
1 Overbury, I do not know what to ſay: 
Y 1. don t ſee Why ſhe ſhould not con- 
=_ © tinue to think herſelf our niece? _ 
Rs W nn 
1 40 bon — 


% 


WY LUMLEY = HOUSE, 
&« how ſhall we do ſhould any ſuirabte i 


“ match offer for her? have we any 
right, think you, to diſpoſe of her 
c hand?” Surely. I am amazed, 
SMN. Overbury, how you can make a 
gqueſtion of it? Who elſe has? — 
Who elfe, Henrietta? Herſelf.“ — 
6 Why yes, my dear. I dont mean to 
© fay that ſhe ſhould not follow her 
© own inclination :: I would by no 
© means force it.. . dare engage, 
you would not; but, my dear Mrs. 
* Overbury, how can ſhe judge for 


4 herſelf, unleſs that we give her the 


«© means 1 do not underſtand 


you.“ No!“ ſaid he. I mean, 
% how can ſhe judge, unleſs ſhe knows Wl 
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c the reaſon we have to believe her of 


noble extraction? The fituation ſhe 
© might accept as only Ophelia Mel- 
c bourne, would by no means be ſuit- 
- 6 able. to an Earl's daughter, which 3 
. : | | « doubt 


q y [ a n * 
1 . 2 8 


E UML ET HOSE. ih 
doubt not but ſhe is. I do not re- 


te gret for her ſake that we canno 
« difcover her parents, 1 am per- 


« ſuaded ſhe is perfectly happy kt 


% us; but when ſhe finds we are not 
£ her relations, ſevere indeed will be th 
« pam-ſhe will feel, in learning c 
© having no others. I c: 


1 & natural friends: they e. reclaim 5 
ber, if they pleaſech; and if they; | 
= < like che bafe Indian, throw a pearl! 
away richer than alt their tribe, 
ce theirs is the loſs. Vet future con- 


tingencies may induce Ophelia to 


= <- wiſh herſelf in a ſituation ſuperior to 
chat the at preſent fills: and the? 
WF *<* knowledge that only a ſtrange chance _ 
* threw her out of it, will certainly 1 


make her grief the more poignant. 
On the whole, therefore, I am re- 


<« ſolved to keep the ſecret from her 


5 hag Att ſhall oblige us to dif 
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* close Ka They then quitted the 
and, 4 VE little time after, 
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VvVvVereſt dliſtreſs, dll ber — as 

the breakfaſt- table cauſed Mrs. Over- 


_ 


Tho wan, cet arr ae oor a iu tt® wg 
* mo 


r — 


Ophelia roſe, and, aster dreſing 

felf, with much 

into the breakfaſt - parlour, , where ſhe 
found - Mrs. Overbury alone; who; 
ſtartled at the neſs of her -counte- 
nance, and the redneſs of her eyes, 

| intreated to know- what was the matter; 

RF and that. ſhe would take ſome. refreſh-- 
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ment; but Ophelia then. burſting into 


vered her face, and was ſilent. H 
truly maternal friend exceſſively alarm 
ho preſſed her to her boſom; begged 
ſhe would moderate her ſtrong etno- 
3 tions, and diſclofe their cauſe : but 
! happening, in the courſe of her tender, 
oochings, to term Oph 

chud, — the unhappy girl, half wild, 


mother indeed! Alas! is it true 
chat I have no claim to the title 0 
pour child? Have I no friends? 
and, When I learn you ate not my 


bare no others?” This alluſion to; 
aue words thar Mr. Overbury had uſed, 
in a moment informed Mis. Overbury 
of the cauſe of her diſtreſs.) Em- 
| i bracing her, therefore, with tears, ſhe 
2 Ha Be n my ſweet 2 . 


i 1 „ 
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2 . 
„ 
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tears ſhe could no longer reſtrain, co- 


„ : 


2 fell on her knees, and exclaimed, <* My 


(„ relations, muſt - indeed alſo; find I 
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my own O phelia: Can you douby 
you have a mother while: I live? 
—*< You are all goodneſs; but am I 
<« ſo worthleſs, docs no one own me ? 
„ Oh Madam, where is my mother? 
<<: Alas |: r do I not die a | | 


2 a 1 

1 theſe pathetic ak almoſt i in- ä 
Artitulate exclamations, the wretched 
Ophelia claſped her arms round her 
beloved friend, and leant her head on 
Mrs. Overbury's knee, who, alarmed at 
her violent ſobs, endeavoured, in vain, il 
to raiſe her from the ground. Lifting 
up, at length, her expreſſixe face, ſhe I 
continued, in plaintive accents, Oh; 
my friend! my maternal protectreſs WM 
will you not at. leaſt tell me who I I 4 
< am? Will you let me expire in this 

= —— ?. Truſt me, I will be very 
calm when I know the extent of my 

60 * wiſery. Will 1 not ſay that mx 1 
R 740-008 rents 


— 


with one glance from my. father's 
and then diet” 1 


At thi moment „ Clifford and 


ba, he ſtood fixedly, gazing upon 
ber. The ſtrong expreſſion of her face, 


forcible ideas. Neither Mrs. Over- 
= nor the nen 1 au them 
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it parents (alas ! perhaps I have none!) 
they deſpiſe me? — Let) me, my 
( deareſt Madam, kneel at their feet : 

J let me but ſee them: let me be bleſt 


eye; one ſmile from 7 n 5 


3 Ady Eugenia, whoſe” carriage had 
2 —— unnoticed, entered the room. 
aſtoniſhed at what ſhe ſaw ; the amiable _ 
WE Counteſs had no power to retreat; bur 
aruck by the beautiful figure of Ophe- 


1 her attitude, her tears, her diſordered 
T 4 . conveyed: to her mind the moſt 


* & |: Z ; 2 ; . 
N 


Ophelia 
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711 Ophelia continued, with great emq 
non, 9 Oh tell me, I beſeech you! 
Do not, for the firſt time, now be 
* crue] ! J antreat you, wy belt friend, 
©. do not deny me this. Let me at 
*< leaſt, before my heart ſhall break, 1 
let r me but know NM 
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An exclamation from Lady Clifford 3 
now cauſed Ophelia to turn round; I 
when, ſtarting from her knees, ſhe co- Ml 
vered her face, and ruſhed out of the 
room, at the oppoſite door. Mrs. 
Overbury vainly endeavouring to over- 4 
Come her agitation, roſe to receive her 2 
unſeaſonable ' viſitors. Lady Clifford | I 
advancing, took Mrs; Overbury's hand, Wl 
and ſaid, 40 cannot forgive my{ elf, 1 
% my dear Madam, for this intruſion; Y 
and ſtill leſs ſhall I be inclined to 
“ pardon my own impertinence, un- I 
66 leſs 1 can, in ſome meaſure, alle- 
* 6 viate 
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viate the exceſſive concern 1 per- 

4 ceive in you, and the violent N =O 

4 tion of your charming mece. DS 

(not refuſe me, dear Mrs. Overbury, 

: 4 the pleaſure I mall feel in a aſſiſting 

* “you. Command my beſt ſervices; 

a and believe that any thing I poſſeſs 
is at your devotion.” I ſincerely 

WM - thank your Ladyſhip,” replied "Mrs. 

b  Overbury ; but alas, the cauſe of 
8 Ophelia's 8 diſtreſs, „which occaſions my 
own, nothing, I fear, can remove. 

1 She ſupplicates me to inform her of 
1 4 

4 


what I know not myſelf; and, from 
her violent emotions, I have not yet 
d dceen able to explain myſelf to her. + oo 
Alas! I fear” tht unfortunate dent 
of this day will tincture her futufe 
© life with melancholy! She haps w_ 
© pened” to overhear 4 converſation I 
MM © held wich Mr. Overbury this morm. 
4 Fo * WS, 4 and has fince N been in the grear- 
7 Fo: * 


* 


> SUMLBY > HOUSE. 
©. eft Uiſtreſs. , She has too. much fon. 
; bdility to be happy. Except from this 
© unfortunate accident, ſhe might never 
have heard what now gives her ſo 
£ much uneaſimneſs and pain. 1 , 1 
0 eee with dern | d 


5 


Rats C lifford ex mein bertel ex- 
tremely concerned; and again reiter- 
ating her offers of ſervice, took her 2 

leave; politely ſaying ſhe would no 
longer detain Mrs. Or erbury from a 
much more important engagement; and 
Which, it was eaſily perceived, occaſi- 
oned ſo great an agitation of mind. 


25 Before f Lady c Clifford left the r oom, 
Mrs. Overbury judged it, in ſome 
degree, neceſſary to ſolicit her Lady- 
ſhip not to take any notice of the at- 
f fair for the preſent ; 35 ſhe therefore, 1 in a 4 


* very polite manner, begged that He 
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"ok would be obliging enough not to make 
FO mention of what had paſſed, relative to 
Ophelia. To which _— Clifford El 
: moſt kindly acquieſce | 
immediately parted. | 
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AN EXPLANATION,” > 


Mes. Overbury ads ſought 

her unfortunate Eleve, and found 
her weeping, and in great diſtreſs. It 
was altogether vain, for ſome conſi- 
derable time, that Mrs. Overbury en- 
deavoured to moderate her exceſſive 
grief of mind. At length, by prevail- 
ing on her to lie down and ſwallovw“ 
ſome drops, ſhe ſucceeded ; and ſleep 
overcoming the much exhauſted girl, 
{ſhe n ewt refreſhed. 


| Mrs. Overbum, the ever-attentive 
and dear friend of Ophelia, now ſeized 

the preſent as the moſt proper opportu- 
nity ior relating 1 that ſhe knew con- 


1 1 * x cerning 
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cemning her. During the recital, Miſs 
_ Melbourne's attention was the. only 
preſervative from her fainting: A ray 
of hope, however, broke W the 


1 om of her ine i 
3 6” Þ {inet EH 5 1 11 


Ophelia fondly! nies; was the 


i Hacks which accompanied her, might 


ultimately be the means of producing a 
diſcovery. / and aſked moſt eagerly to 


| ſee them. They were ſhewn her, She 
ſhed torrents of tears over the locket, 


and, tying it round her neck, declared N 


* would never more Nen Ware it. 


is 4g t 


C3: 


s nite Miſs Mach A , adds of 


pleaſure that Mrs. Overbury had not 
mentioned the particular cauſe of her 
agitation to Lady Clifford; mournfully 
adding, — “ Ah, my dear Madam, 


„ whatdo I not owe to your goodneſs, 
bot TR [delicacy ! Io you I am in- 
ee ee D 2 © bo debted 


5 
— 


& 
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« debted for every blefling. Do not 
think me ungrateful, that I'weep the 
* neglect of my natural friends. Oh, 
4% May I not be allowed to wiſh I had 
& really a mother! Oh Heaven ! ſhall 
4e J never ſec her! Shall I never ex- 
e perichce maternal fondneſs! Shall 
« I never be preſſed to the boſom 
4% which gave me life? In ſaying 
this, ſhe oe ec e erg 

med comfort. of 


During this burſt of filent woe, Mr. 
Overbury came in, and: was beginning 
£0 queſtion her; but his amiable wife 

made a fign to him, and, taking him 
capt the room, gave him to under- 
and the painful diſcovery that had ta- 


| Ken place ſince he went out in the morn- 


ing. He advanced towards the weeping 
Ophelia, who, falling on her knees, 
exclaimed, « Oh Sir, bow can I ever 
| "66 * 


n bern . 


* expreſs the gratitude with which my 
«* boſom is ſo abundantly filled | Oh, 
«© my only father, your goodneſs/'to F - 
« diſtreſſed and deferted orphan 
Here her voice faltered, and ſhe re- 
mained ſilent. The good Mr. Over- 
bury, being deeply affected, raiſing her 
tenderly, preſſed her to his boſom; and 
by his well - timed and well- adapted 
foothings, N conſoled and n 
her. 


— 


It was in this PIs this paints 
ſituation, that the truly amiable Ophelia 


found the dictates of religion of the ut» 
moſt ſervice. Inſtrutted. by them, ſne 
vas better enabled to bear her unfortu— 
nate fate, and tauglic to look forward 
with hope to the great hereafter, whicb 
only can form a chiriſtian's fitmeſt com- 


? 
[ 
Þ | F 
1 


| 
H $4 
[ © 
'* ES 
"4 
it 1: 
=_ N . 
IF 
1 
ao | 
| 25 ; 
TH 
, } 
7 . 
1 
14 
1 i] 
* 5 
þ 1 
1 $ 
hh 
. £5 
. 
+ 
1 
1 
1 
> 
[I 1 ; 
£8! 
: 4 
1 
A 
: 
. 
£7 
2. 
15 | 
3 
# 7 
3 
4 * 
. 


— 
—— > een SHINE eo og VER G/ e_ - 
p N 
« 


#4 


34 LUMLEY- HOUSE. 


Acutely as Ophelia felt her misfor- 


tunes, ſhe yet aſſumed fortitude ſuffi- 
cient to bear them; and though her 
frame was weakened by the conflict, yet 
her ſoul reſigned itſelf to the will of its 
Creator. She recollected, with grati- 


tude, the many bleſſings ſhe had re- 
cewed at his hands; and conſidered, 


that, had ſhe been brought up in the 


ſituation to which ſhe believed ſhe had 


à natural right, temptations would per- 
ES haps have ſurrounded her; and ſuch 
too, in all probability, as ſhe could not 
have been able to withſtand. Enerv- 
axed by education, 
ielded to the ſolicitations of pride or 
folly, and have become one of thoie 


ze might have 


11 


oor thoughitleſs beings 'ſhe had now 
unt to deſpiſe. She reflected, that 


in the midſt of affluence, ſhe. might not 


have _ able to“ hold faſt her inte | 


66 5 0 : ” neither could the have hoped, 
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on the elevation of grandeur, to have 
feen ſixteen years of life paſs unruffled 
as thoſe ſhe had ſpent in the peaceful 
vale of mediocrity : that although the 
indulgence of her relations might have 
exceeded that of her benefa@ors; their 
kindneſs never could; and therefore; 
although the one might have raiſed her 
paſſions to a dangerous height che 
other never could have given her prin? 
Ciples more determined than thoſe which ; 
ſhe had recerved from the precepts and 
examples of her amiable friends: rand 7 . 
then, being perfectly acquainted» ho 9 
infinitely more valuable are religion 
and virtue than ſplendor and riches, ſhe c 
concluded that ſhe had very happily 
made an exchange of the one for he 
other. Still, however, a deep ſigh, c | 
che tendereſt regret, accom panied every 
"ns that wo to- the ardox-of<marernal | 
55 Dr Dos ot fondneſs, 
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| fondneſs, or zhe benen and fucllattion 
of fijal attention, | 


| And now ſhe began to ho, e that her 
parents were {till aliye, the firſt with of 
her ſoul was to ſee and know them : 
the ſecond, That they ſhould wn and 
love her: and therefore, though the. 
above - mentioned refleftions reſcued her 
_ from. violent grief, the tenderneſs of 
her nature ſpread over her whole man- 
ner a ſaft and gentle melancholy, which 
even her protectors ſought. not to rob 


her of, except by ſilent affection and. 
_ * 


N was ſome days ere ee 
ficted girl could by any means preyait 
on herſelf to quit the houſe; during 
| which time Lady Clifford ſent con 
- ftantly to enquire after the health of 
her friends, and particularly that of 
: Mifs 


rUEET Hers. 5 
Miſs Melbourne. On the ſikth day 
after that on which ſhe: ſurprized Mrs. 
Overbury afid FO, ſhe called with 
Lady Eugen On their entrance our 
fair heroine 9% deeply blaſhing, and: 
joined in Mrs. Overbury's thanks for 
their enquiries, by a moſt expreſſi ve 

look and filent courteſy. Lady Clif- 


ford took Ophelia by the: hand, and 1 


2 2 


preffed it, affecttonately enq; & how 
the did; but the amiable girbs emo-- 


tion, added to the vermillion that ſud- ho 


denly appeared on her cheek, entire 
8 n the articulation. of a 4 | 


| Eady Da Sisi to „ addrefs 
Nxs. Overbury, without noticing the- 
intereſting confuſion in which. Ophelia. 
ppe: ant faid, 4 1 came, my dear 
Madam, to intreat your permiſſion: 
1 for my ſweet young friend's ſpend-- 


D; Su 
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$& ing the day wan me: the ride will 
do her good; and you may depend 
+ % on my 580 every care of her. I 
e ſhall not, added ſhe, ſmiling, © aſk 
cc her conſent; I am ſure ſhe will do 
; 540 as you Uke.“ Mrs. Overbury re- 

plied, with a ſmile, Your Ladyſhip is 
very kind; but 1 muſt refer you to 
Ophelia.“ She would willingly, not- 
wichltanding her ; predileCtion in favour 
of the inviter, have declined the invita- 


don of Lady Clifford; but reading in 
Mrs. Overbury's eyes a wiſh that ſhe 


ſhould accept; the inſtantly determined 
to obey her defires, although in contra- 
diction to her own inclination, and 
agreed to go. Retiring therefore, with 
. a melancholy air, ſhe went to change 
her dreſs: this was ſoon done: and ſhe: 
then took particular care not to forget. 
her newly- acquired loeket; 3 concealing 
ut bowerer, in her boſom, in order to 
ä avoid 


. 


4 
— 7 
8 * * 
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avoid ſuch interrogations as pe 
_ 50 Phat mien anfwereds” 
þ | 413: 220645 
en in 3 to i: Conti 1 
the locket, hitched it in ſome part of 
her dreſs; and, catching it haſtily out, 
ſhe touched, by ſome means, a ſecre 
ſpring, which opening, diſcovered t 
her the picture of an elegant young 
man, whoſe likeneſs to: Ophelia-ſtrack | 
even herſelf. “ This then is my fue 
ther,“ ſhe: exclaimed, throwing her- 
felf on her knees; „and thus let me 
% pay homage to the dear, dear pre- 
« ſemblance.” Then preſſing it rea 
peatedly to her lips, ſhe wept; with the 
moſt affecting paſſion. Pen thouſand 
tender ideas crowded into her mind, 
almoſt» too rapidly to be ſupported. ; 
Mrs. Overbury coming up, in orden 
to haſten her, found her leaning her 
We arms on a _ where- ſhe hack” | 
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Jad dhe portrait, while the tears hung- 
on her cheeks, like a ſoſt rain on tha 
inner tint of a white hes Mrs. Over- 
bury, who ſtood quite a at find-- 
ing her in this — enn 
foon- received the information ſhe re- 
queſted; for Ophelia, holding out the 
miniature, exclaimed with the greateſt. 
degree of rapture, *« My father! my 
father! — Mrs... Overbury immedi- 
_ ately. perceived the ſtrong, reſemblance- 
the firſt glance ſhe had of it; and con- 
eluded. as Ophelia did. She had ſome 
difficulty in conſoling the ſenfible girl 
on this new revival of her ſorrows; but. 
completing at length her purpoſe, ſhe | 
led her down. to the parlour. 


7 Clifford” 's pleafure i in preparing 
to take Mis Melbourne to Lumley 
Houſe, was conſiderably damped, by 
 Pexceiv ing the (races of grief more fully 
IB | —_ 


* 
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impreſſed in her lovely features than 
when ſhe had quitted the room. She 
anſwered her apologies for detaining- 
her, with the utmoſt tenderneſs: and. 
ways took leave Nr i 
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* 


A GRATIFICATION.. 


| TP H E morning pſec with. ke 
comfort to Ophelia, in an elegant 
and rational converſation with her new 
| Fiend : and although the preſent Rate: 

of her mind incapacitated her for lively 

and brilliant ſallies, the remarks ſhe- 

ſometimes propoſed, conveyed to Lady 
Clifford the higheſt ideas of her intel- 
lectual powers, while the deep ſigh and 
half. reſtrained tear engaged the fondeſt 

affection of her heart to the charming 
| girl. | 


Lady Eugenia bore only a little ſhare 
in this pleaſing intercourſe; ; and al. 


„ 
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though Ophelia's penetration was ſome 
what overclouded, ſtill ſhe perceived in 
her a certain ſomething altogether un- 
pleaſant. Her obſervations were with. 
out diſtinction; and when they were 
contradicted, ſhe contented herfelf with 
ſaying I don't think ſo;“ and ſeemed. 
to. conſider a fimple aſſertion as good | 
ground for opinion as the moſt con- 
vincing argument. There Was, how 
ever, in her manner a certain modeſty 
and reſerve, that induced Ophelia to 


attribute to difñidence what otherwiſe 
ſhe would have conſidered to be, weak- 
neſs; nevertheleſs, ſhe thought difh= 
dence in ſuch a ſituation was ſcarcely; _ 

defenſible, and in many inſtances, wot CES 
| uncommendable. 


> 


35 
This parry * 9 by" ci 
Ophelia out of herſelf, was certainly of. 
. mat evident ſervice to our fair 
El 5 heroine; 


61 
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16 Aiſigrteable ideas; Rudied, by 


every means, to tender herſelf as pleaſ- 
ing a companion. as poffible to Lady 


Clifford; and in doing this the * 
E Op ſucceeded. N : 

At Ander Lord: 4 Clifford initroditced: 
2 genteel young man, Who was ſoon 
going to the Eaſt Indies. He was a 
diſtant relation of the family: bis name 
Captain Saville. Although he was res 
ſtrained by reſpeck, yet his gaze was 
very frequentiy directed towards the fair 


Ophelia, who was occupied too much 


2 der own fects to attend 5 2 


l — 


Lady Clifford, as {hai as the dinner 
Was Over, requelled of Miſs Melbourne 


t favour them with 4 forata on the 
Barpt chord; but this Opheli a politelx 


W begged 
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begged pernimon to decline, unleſs 
that Lady Eugenia would be fo oblig- 
ing as give her an example. A.bluſh,. 
at the ſame moment, overſpread the» 
cheeks of Lady Clifford and her daugh- 
ter, whilſt Lord Clifford, with more 
auſterity than Ophelia had ever before 
obſerved, replied, Vou muſt excuſe 
“ her, indeed, Mifs Melbourne; ne 
4 does not chaoſt to know How to 
play.“ Ophelia was extremely con- 
cerned at this unexpected reply, and 
bkewiſe that ſhe ſhould be the means 
of ſtarting a ſubje& ſo evidently diſ— 
agreeable to the family; but, that it 
might be no more mentioned, ſhe com 
plied with cke next requeſt to play 3. 
and at once charmed and xſtonined. 
her hearers. by ber exquiſite taſte and 
rapid execution. In che pathetic parts 
of thy Spy pg 1 quality 


» 


? . 
© il ; N | 
de # 4 _ | | 
57 Wm 2 8 0 
1 + _— ' 3 
wh © - 6 ; u M LE "_ H O v 
E RE. $ 
o "I ; 
+ : 


: 2857 one who heard, felt i it was genu⸗ 
. * its ſweet” | influence on their 
. 1 had finiſhed, and re- 
ceived the compliments of the party, 
to which ſhe was ſo highly entitled, 
Lady Clifford ſaid; ou are, I ſee, 
e Miſs Melbourne, a diſciple of the 
. ( Lralian?” Sometimes, Madam, 
9 replied Ophelia, though I think many 
1 of our Engliſh compoſers are equal in 
| | the vocal line; but they are not, in 
1 Emy opinion, fit to be compared ta 
che ttalian maſters in the inſtru- 
1 mental. I am perfectly of your 
| | 7.8 | opinion,” faid Lady: Clifford: . 
. eee But will a 
c pleaſe to convince us, by ſinging one, 
N chat my favourite Jackſon's compo- 
7 uu ſitions- 


— 


* 1 3 
* 


© ſitions are . to any 10 whatever 

% Kath © Indeed,” replied Ophelia, 5 

I muſt requeſt your Ladyſſup's ex, 
* cuſe' 1 am quite wd to ing gd 

2 «x „ vel Feu, 

Come, Captain Saville, will you fſa. 
. your us, by being Miſs . „ 

Kr m_ Poon in 1s os alga 


y 


ö 
on % 


« With the 3 W uh 
Captain replied; and then, on Gai 
joining her ſolicitations, he ſung and 
played a delightful, Italian air. Miſs 
Melbourne, who loved muſic with all 
che enthuſiaſm incident to genius, had 
never before been ſo much gratified. 
| He made choice of ſeveral fweet and 1 5 


Pplaintive performances, both in Italian 

and Engliſh; and at length he ſung 

that ſweet air of Jackſon's, in the Lord 5 | 

of the * * in an Angel's © 
9:7 | Frame. 1 
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Ophelia immediately complied : and! 
n 
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Frame. Mr. Saville's manner and ie 


were exactly ſuited to the ſong; and, 
altogether, they were ſo completely in 


unifon wich. tlie feelings of Ophelia, 
that ſhe evinced her ſenſibility by & 


flood of tears ſhe could neither reſtrain 
nor conceal. She could not return him 


thole thanks he merited; and, on his 
chooſing an air ſtill more plnintive, 


Queen Mary's Lamentation, her emo. 


tions were raiſed to a pitch too High 
to be ſupported. On their ſeeing the 


agitation of mind in which Ophelia ap- 


peared, occafioned by the melancholy 
air, they ceafed to urge him to ſing ;. 
and the conſiderate Lady Clifford ad- 
viſed her to take a walk in the park 
with Lady Eugenia, in order to ſee a 
beautiful grotto, only at a little diſtance 
from the houſe. Being glad of the leaſt 
relief to the acuteneſs of her ſenſations, 


14 


| che two 5 young | 


ladies ſtrolled aut to- 
gether, for the benefir of {a ſhort walk 
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and a little png e 


The e e WAS glent OY 
ſocial, afforded no kind of pleaſicrens 
Miſs Melbourne; and was apparently 


irkſome to her companion, whe was, 


however, extremely civil, although her 
manners, as Ophelia had before juſtly 
obſerved on their firſt interview, were 


neither elegant nor pleaſing. Theres 


were ſeveral lite inaccuracies: of behaz 
viour that diſguſted, and at the ſame 


time aſtoniſhed Mifs Melbourne, who, 


as yet, kuew not to what cauſe” they 


ought to be attributed; juſtlyconceiv- 
ang that no attention had been ſpared 


by Lady Clifford to make her daughter 


equally. as -accompliſhed arid Ou | 
e eee, od, 


+ 


The 
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The ſpirits of: Ophelia reviving by: 
q, thie exerciſe, ſhe reſolved, if poſſible, 
to penetrate farther into the character of 
Lady Eugenia. She therefore, by way 
ef opening a converſation; remarked 
that the view before them was charm- 
ing. Very beautiful, Ma am,“ an- 
{wered Lady Eugenia; but without any 
of that energy in her manner which 
would have given force to her words; 
and Ophelia looking round, ſaw that 
her head was turned another way l- 
Do you draw, Lady Eugenia? A 
little, Ma'am.“ I make no doubt 
you excel. What do you prinet- 
< pally. ſtudy, pray?“ « Landſcapes 
and flowers.” Do yon not love to 
7 deſign ſigures?? I hardly ever d » 
«-fign;- and; though Jadmire figures, 
yet they are too difficult for me.“ 
4 Nay,“ fad Miſs Melbourne, ſmiling, 
"you are only too modeſt. Do you 
OFT ©, : c not Pe 


4 
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| £ ot know that an artiſt ſhould never 
0 be diffident? Lady Eugenia ſmiled; 
5 and ſaid, very coolly, ſhe had no ap- 
} plication : —an idea which ri: 
peared. new or mortifying to her! 
Alas l' thought Ophelia, and I "OA 
you have not got a genius brilliant 
enough to compenſate its abſences 
And. continuing the converſation, ſne 
ſpoke of Captain Saville's ſinging with 
rapture, and aſked Lady Eugenia if the 
loved muſic? O yes, I am paſſion- 
ately fond of it.“ I wonder then 
« you do not play !' She ſmiled, and 
faid, it was too much trouble. . Trou 
ble, replied Ophelia, with ſurpriae; 
but is not the pleaſure more than 
an equivalent 1 FE Ves, to be ſure | 
«| is very agreeable, when; people 5 
ys play. well; but 1. am ſure I ſhould 
* never ſucceed.. How ſoi?}1 aſked 
FVV Ophelia. 


* 
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Ophelia. 1 have not | application 
| 46 enough. | 


| Nis Melbourne, quite tired of the 
attempt to develope à character which 
deemed by no means to reward her 
trouble, ſhe continued almoſt the reſt 

of the time totally fflent; and Lady 
EUugenia made very few efforts to re- 
nme che converſation: chey therefore re- 
| turned towards the houſe ; but ere they 
reached it, were met by Lord Clifford 
And Captain Saville, whe were coming 
to ſeek them, and attended them into 
the room whe Lads was fit- | 
ting. So, young ladies, ſaid ſhe, 
with a ſmile, you have b been gone A 
% great while. Did you not perceive 2 

* damps of the evening coming 

„ You know, Miſs Melbourne, —4 
e miſed Mrs. Overbury to take great 
| — cage-of you; 1 * cannot be angry, 
4 ſince 


S a 
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V fince it was my hope chat each of 
you young ladies ſhould be able to 
find a ſufficient degree of pleaſure 
„ with her companion, to induce-both_ 
to prolong the walk: and 1 preſume 
it has. exactly ene as i m_ 
(0 * 5 | l 8 | | 


6 We did not nll far,” ah Lodp 


Eugenia ; * but 1 thought we were. ny 


gone & long time, indeed. Did not 
you think ſo too, Miſs: Melbourne? 
„ Indeed no, Lady Eugenia, I really 
«© did not entertain ſuch a thought,” Fi 
replied Ophelia, with a moſt involun- 
. ary ren J acknowledge I 
<< was too well entertained, to think 
© the time weariſome; and 1 had not 
< the leaſt ſuſpicion but that you was _ 
of the ſame opinion. Iam "oy m7 
" find Ou dien 
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FO « You are very polite, Miſs. Mel- | 
'_ + bourne,” ſaid Lady Clifford; but 
Eugenia is too inattentive ever to be 
* fo! —Her Lady ſhip-ſpoke this with 
ſome degree of aſperity; and Lady 
Eugenia was evidently a good deal con- 
fuſed. Ophelia was very much con- 1 
cerned that ſhe had given ocoaſion to * 


: 5 : . | | 
it | this rebuke, by what ſhe had ſpoken ; 
Ti and began to apologize. However, 
wo - there was nothing farther ſaid on the 


ſubject. The converſation changed im- 
mediately after, but did not. continue 
long: 


— tea Miſs Melbourne was 
ſeated next Lady Clifford, who, leaning 
towards her, ſaid, in a low tone of 
voice, I am extremely pleaſed, my 
e dear girl, to obſerve that change of 
company has been of ſuch ſervice to 
% your ſpirits. You muſt try the ex- 


SN «© periment 


RR 


KVMLEYe Bout 785 
«© periment- often. Have you any'ob- 
« jection to coming hither again to- 
«© morrow.? Eugenia and her father 5 
« are engaged to ſpend the day out; 
« ſo that, if you can content yourſelf 
© with the ſociety of an old woman, 
« yours will afford me the greateſt plea- 
c fure.” * Your Ladyſhip does me 
© the higheſt honour,* anſwered Miſs 
Melbourne; and if Mrs. Overbury 
* will ſpare me, I ſhall be extremely 
happy in having the pleaſure to wait 
on you; but at preſent, I fear my 
eee is ſtill leſs deſirable than 
© ever.” © You muſt not ſigh, my. - 
«« dear : only conſider how many evils 
« you are a ſtranger to, and how 
© many bleſſings you have received.“ 
* Your Ladyſhip is perfectly in the. 
F right. I ſtrive to be grateful : I do; 
| © not repine ; but I can never ce to- 
5 eee, J 


A 


”- A 


4 


E 2 


2 1 l - 
* ? s - 
$ # * — * 4 
— 4+ x 4 * » * 1 F 
4 N 8 * LE” - 1. x 2 8 _ : 
1 a * 7 ks 5 , 3 
5 | ” * * 8 
i 
ö * 1 * 4 . 
A | : 2 
o % + 
1 3 : 5 "> 4 2 * | 1: 
» < 
: ; 4 4 s # 
* * 0 
1 4 4 
i 
* | 4 Y J f : 5 
— 
| . , a 6 
. „ * * 7 (7 
0 C A a by 
| * A ; 5 
2 - 4 ** 
4 bs * * T7 - * 
1 - * * ＋ * 
. © a ht i mY 
2 0 * * N 4 
AQ, K 98 5 _ 15 ; 
: ; . * * 4 _ &Y , 
25 % [ 4 
4 | © * 9 4 4 
©y * hs Dang 
* bn — 2 a * 5 ö r 
- 4 a 
: q # 5 4 N a 
— a 4 «83 4 * * 
” \ 15 by 
# we * q 
c * & T3 ko | 
* „ 
— 6 my w L . c ; 
4-8 t » * 
oo . \ " 
„ | EI * & 4 * 
F 4 - 
F 


LV 
E 
lifford 


x 
2 
6 
t 
: 
- 
* 
= 
© 
- 
„ . 
"+. 
- 
a - 
. 
» 
* — * 
I * 
» 
— 
* 
* 
F £ 77 
5 
* 
oy * 
— 
£ 
* 
* 
8 * 
— 
8 - 


converſation ; 


to come imm 
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| pear more cheerful at the parſon» 
wa encouraged. only ſuch ideas a3 


could tend to make her ſo; and endea · 


voured, during her ride, to exclude all 
diſagreeable thoughts, by recolleving _ 


the events of the day. In doing this, 
the ſtrange manners of Lady Eugenia 


recurred to her memory; and ſhe en- 
deavoured, for ſome time, to aſcertain 
her real character. She could, how- 4 
ever, only determine that there was in 
it a ſtrange mixture of modeſty and 


weakneſs: qualities rarely compatible: : 


and the refolvel ro ſuſpend her opinion, 
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« good health and fpirits. - 
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till a farther acquaintance ſhould have 


Juſtified i 8 


When Ophelia had grived at home ; 
her kind friends were much delighted 
on perceiving ſhe was à great deal more 
cheerful- than at her departure; on 
which account, they readily agreed to 
ber going again the next day. Aſter 


ſome little converſation, they gave-her 


a letter from Mrs. Alwin; 3 which ſhe 
opened immediately and read : 
tained as s follows : | 2 


As 3 F - $ 8 . i 
+ . 19 « : * 
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g 1 1900 "es My beloved Ophelia, | 1 5 85 


5 


4 1 know that you will receive this 


C epiſtle with a great degree of plea- 
«ſure; more particularly when it con- 


60 veys the information that Mr. Alwin 
* and your Henrietta are in Dale 


5 ad 


46 thank 


It con- 
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- I thank you for your laft letter, 
0 which gave me the moſt ſatisfac- 


„ tory and pleaſing accounts of all my 


beloved friends. How often do x. 
« wiſh you were with me, my ſweet 
« girl! — 1 have before told you'that . 
« our houſe" is moſt delightfully” Leu 
« ated; but I have never before 
ve N this: truth in its s fulleſt er. 
L ix Nn 1 Hann 
a 
"x The ne every way woah us, 
now ©blooms à perfect Eden; and 


% our garden is in a charming condi- : 


= tion. There is one ſpot in purticu- 

« lar, L often wiſh you could ſee, Lm 
s ſure: it would delight you. It is a 
te ſmall elump of ſhort and thick trees, 
« planted in a kind of ſemicirele: the 
s interſtices- are filled with-flowering- 
1 ſhrubs, which blow in regular ſuc- 
-. ccflion ; and — jeſſamines, 
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and roſes, climb in wild profuſton 
« over every branch. The bottom is 

cc a fine ſhort turf, which the hand of 

_« gur predeceſſor, a gentleman of the 

„ moſt exquiſite taſte, has abundantly 
E filled with violets, primroſes, cow- 

e ſhips, and the variety of flowers which 
ce this delightful ſeaſon of the year 
< produces. There is a bank thrown 

e up all round, covered alſo with turf; 
e which ſerves for ſeats. In this beau- 

_ «« riful retreat, which is large enough 
ec to contain ſix or eight people, we 
« 'ſhall frequently entertain our neigh- 
hours, in a ruſtic way, with tea, fyl- 
ic jabub, fruit, &c. The front of this 
tt fweet place (and the luxuriance of 

„ the trees leaves only a ſmall en- 

trance) diſcovers at a diſtance the 
* mill, which is juſt near enough to 

admit of hearing the water - fall: and 
1 on an eminence, f ſtands 
e 
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A the village-church, with here and 


«© © there, a few ſcattered Cottages. The . 


« birds, never in the leaſt moleſted, 


«- build their habitations ſecurely in this 
40 N e + 6. thts. from April 
e the plea- 


gale d d with, the ſweet- 


„know you too well, my Ophelia, 


to be in dread of your raillery on the 


«pleaſure I expreſs: I am ſure you 


66 would. equally take delight in the 
numerous ee of ſo ſweet a er 


Hp — * 


66 . r 
as $ ; % 8 8 5 © "IF" 0 
2 * 8 * : _ 8 . 5 * 3 
++ i it — 1 K <8 + 989 1 — „ „ a # * 2 8 
* ” 1 4 - of - 
— Thy. 


eee 
5 dle walk of life is indeed. the n, 
Poverty, 15 


* road to true happineſs! 
tinctured with a thouſand ills, may 


« be contented, but it never can be 


98 pf. If you ſhut out from he” 
E 5 [OS * « firſt | 
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«firſt enjoyments of life the penelt, 
the book, the pen, and the con- 
cord of ſweet ſounds,” I am inclined 


ce to think the humble cottager is not 


0 c 


4c 


cc 


ce 


ce 


cc 


c 


4c 


cc 
rr 
ce 
cc 


cc 


wh 


1h 
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ſo enviable an object as he is com- 
monly repreſented to be. And how 
many cares is greatneſs ſenfible of! 
I need not be at the pains to enu- 
merate them; I need not draw the 
picture to you, as thoſe parts which 
would compoſe it, are viſible enough 
to every eye. Indeed, my Love, 
ſituated as we are, we have but little 
to wiſh for. Sufficiently affluent to 
relieve the diſtreſſes of the poor, and 


likewiſe ſufficiently informed to be 


charmed with the liberal arts, we 
feel none of the ſorrows attendant on 


poverty : and while we are ſheltered | 
in the vale of mediocrity from the 


* oo 


' ſtorms which terrify thoſe who reſide 


on the hill of . to us rank 


6 and 
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ec and ſplendor”. have not the Yeaſt 
* temptation. What a Bappesess Jo 
ce to be in re Tou cer- 
0 tainly mut think ſo. e 4g Hi 


Fog the many Wa e wala alone can allow, N 
Or the blazon of ermine and gules; 

I wrap myſelf round in my lowneſs ſecure, 
And am rid of juſt ſo many fools ! „ 


« ſays he ingenie ous Whitehead; and 
wich him joins your Henrietta. , 


cc What a long ai TT? you'll 
cry. Surely, Henrietta, you have 
„ been copying one of Mr. Alwin“ : 
«« ſermons.* — No truly, my Love, I 
« wiſh it were half as good: but now . 
e you have reminded me of it, I muſt 
„ think of bidding you adieu; for- 
have got on hand a conſiderable 
deal of buſineſs, ſome of which is of 
the greateſt importance, and requires 
=: . 


% 
* 


* 


O , 


40 5 ae engagemear ou my n and 


1 <loſe attention. 

18 1 am Dow come to..conclafiog.— 

« Farewell then, my ſweeteſt _— 

430. Hreelte e 1 am moſt * | 

i Your ever fairhful 3 

| « and affectionate 

„ HEexRIETTA ALWIN, 

« Okehampton-Abbey, | | 33.2% 
-:..% April agth,” - + a ae 


— 


The cheerful and agreeable ſtile of 
- "this letter almoſt entirely reſtored the 
vivacity of Ophelia. The refle&ions it 
contained on greatneſs and poverty, at 

once ſpoke to her heart, and exactly 
ſuited her preſent ſenſations: and al- 
Et | though 
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though that part drew à tear from ker 
eye, before ſhe had ended, a delighted 


ſmile was ſeen to dimple her 3 | 


which gladdened the hearts of her ſym-+ 
pathizing and beſt friends; they heard 
with true pleaſure her account of the 
manner in which ſhe had ſpent the 
day; and were bighly delighted with 
Lady Clifford's affectionate behaviour 
towards her; nor did they longer won- 
der at the prepoſſeſſion which Ophelia 
felt in favour of her noble friend, al. 
| though they could not by any means 

at firſt conceive the cauſe of it. But, 
an truth, it was nothing extraordinary, 
for Ophelia had never before ſeen ſo 
dignified a mien, or 4 manner ſo charm- 


ing as that of Lady Clifford ;, and in 


| the ſpring of life enthuſiaſm in the bo- 
| ſom of genius, like the needle, is at- 
trated by the magnet of elegance and 


complacency: 8 but theſe were ſenſations 


which 
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which; even in her carlieſt-days, Mrs 
Overbury had never been in the leaſt 


not eee 
1 . 

Reſore our e le 2 to 
* reſt, ſhe took another ſurvey of her 
beloved portrait; and the doing this 
revived in her mind all the melancholy 
emotions ſhe had before endeavoured to 


\ baniſh. | She ſhed ' innumerable tears 


over this almoſt worſhipped picture. 
She knelt to it; ſhe intreated it to 
bleſs her; ſhe paid it all the homage 
which the moſt enthuſiaſtic affection 
could dictate ; and it was, with the 'ut- | 
moſt regret that ſhe quitted it to ſeek 
that reſt which nevertheleſs. ſhe: very 
much was in need of: and then con- 


fuſed and: mournful dreams diſturbed 


her fleep. The forms of her parents 
s before her; they ſmiled on her; 
| uo they 


— 


Lon EVA! 5 By | 
they ſpoke in admiration of their child; 


Lady Clifford was with them; they 7 


embraced her; and, pointing to Ophe- 
lia, feemed to beſpeak her protection 
for their daughter; ſhe was: then haf- 
wy ſevered from them, and compelled ' 
up a ſteep and dreary mountain; and 
when ſhe had gained the ſummit of it, 
the airy ſpirits- of her father and mo- 
ther both waved her to che heaven they 
were in ſearch of, and gave her a 
glimpſe of the celeſtial manſions: and 
as ſhe ſtrove to follow them, ſhe unex- 
pectedly found herſelf detained by a 
gentle violence; and while ſhe endea- 
voured to looſen herſelf, they: vaniſhed: 
from her fight, with a moſt benignant 
ſmile, and ſhe awakened with the con- 
flict. «© Oh ſtay!” ſhe then exclaim- 
ed, «« ptr! ſtay, beloved ſpirits ! bear 
100 with they pv of mortality, and 
ras HEE Taka 7 £329 "IO. 
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| Arlength Ophelia * rough * * 
from her intereſting reverie; the 
11 * ſhone bright into her chamber; F 
and ſhe ſtarted up, to convince herſelf 
that ſhe was ſtill under the hoſpitable 
roof of her affectionate friends; and, 
ſupporting her head with her arm, ſhe 
recollected all the wonderful circum- 
ſtances of her dream. A moſt aweful 
and. chilling horror ſhook every nerve 
of her body on her remembrance of 
the form of her dear parents; and it 
was with the greateſt difficulty that ſhe . 
was able to compoſe her extremely 
agitated fpirits ; nor could the light of 
reaſon, for a conſiderable” ſpace of time, 
prove ſtrong enough to diſpel the deep 
impreſſion from her mind. In vain 
did Ophelia n that the « did hos 
_ dream 


— 


uu ET AOS. 89 
dream“ and turned her eyes round, 
with a fort of dread, left they ſhould | 
encounter the rial ſhape of each de- : 
parted parent. But then, remember- - 
ing that even, if they ſhould appear, 
their intention could not poſſibly be to 
diſtreſs her, ſhe endeavoured to recon- 
cile herſelf, and calm her mind: aud in 

. this ſhe at * ſucceeded. oY 


The morning now came, and ſur⸗ 
pri ized Ophelia in theſe contempla- ? 
tions, while neither ſleep dwelt on her 
eyes, nor refreſhment in her weary 
and fatigued ſpirits. It is not to be 
wondered at that the dear girl when ſne 
got up, was more tired than at her lay- 
ing down. After theſe ruminations | 
had in ſome degree ſubſided, Ophelia - 
aroſe from her uneaſy couch, and be- 
thought herſelf of retiring for a while 
0 the l where *. 3 that 
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IN the moſt deep and ſolemn contem- 
plation did the melancholy and de- 
jected Ophelia ſtroll ſlowly through 
Mr. 'Overbury's garden; and 'inftinc- 
tively opening a ſmall wicket at the 
bottom of it, extended her walk down. 
a ſhady lane, till ſhe came to a ſtile, 
from whence ſhe had a diſtant view of 
Lumley-Houſe,. While ſhe. was as lean- | 
ing on this ſtile, in a melanchely atti- f 
tude, ſhe continued ſtill to refle& ; 
and at length, with a deep-fetched fab, 
| lamentably exclaimed 2 ME her farour- 
ite band, eee eee e 


> of 1 * ** 
1 n 
4 a 
Spirits 
© 58 
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ann of peace, where are ye? 4 you 
gone 
Aud left me here in wretchedneſs behind you? 
They brought me garlatids, which 1 feel 


Jam not avorthy yet V af 


ſuredly R 


n the had: pronounced the 
an, a Brag the Oe? ex- 


e fur om Nymph, is ay 
1 2: ifo, 
. Remember me !” 5 5 


"- 
Y 


She ftarted in extreme ' amazement, 


and, looking round, perceived Lord 
Clifford, followed by Captain Saville, 
who advanced, ſmiling, towards her. 
4c 80 early abroad! continued his 


Lordſhip. . « Your devotions ſeem {9 


te earneſt, Miſs Melbourne, that I could - 


© not help intreating you to think of 


% e 
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me in them. I hope I have not 
20 alarmed you? Lou do not take us 

xc TW the © Spirits of Peace” you: Ow 
* been een nhl t 7 aber 


9 : 18 1 
— : 34 a 


Ophelia perceiving, by his mention- 
ing theſe words, that he had overheard 
her, bluſhed, and replied, —< Indeed, 
my Lord, my meditations were of ny 
grave a nature, that the ſudden inter- 
« ruption of them has alarmed me con- 
fiderably.. I will not, ſaid he, 
« think of apologizing for ſo doing, 
s fince, if I may judge from your aps 


«© pearance, they they were not very 
«« ſalutary;” Indeed, my Lord, re- 


8 55 


plied Ophelia, they were not; andi 


« kindly thank your Lordſhip for diſ- 
« miſling them.“ But,” faid Lord 
Clifford, with a ſmile, ©© what, for Hea- 


«© yen's ſake, could your exclamation 


mean? Ophelia made no other 


— 
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anfwer than a forced ſmile; and bis 
Lordſhip. perceiving | her rather un: 
willing to give him a reply to the 


queſtion, did not think proper to urge 
it, but rn the nene imme- 


1 
1 3 7 438: 36. + 
1 880 kd VE eee MgO 
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e Tou are, I underſtand continued 
Lord Clifford to Ophelia, to have a 

c long -teze-a-rete with Lady Clifford 
4 to-day. Captain Saville and J have 

_ © been quarrelling with her, about you, 
«© moſt amazingly.” * About me, my 
Lord? rephed ſhe, with aftoniſh- 
ment. Tes, anſwered Captain Sa- 
ville; I canner but * confider it as 
ſomewhat ſelfih of her Ladyſhip to 

| invite you, Miſs Melbourne, when 
c ſhe knew Lord Clifford and I were 
% going out.” She only ſmiled, and 
courteſied. After a little more chat, 
they ——_ 4 


| Ophelia 


LVMLEY-<ROUST:® OS; - 
Ophelia no-] thought it proper to 
return home, where ſhe found Mr. and 
Mrs. Overbury waiting breakfaſt for 
her. She had not any idea of her hav- 
ing been gone ſo long; and found, 
that as ſhe had not walked far, ſhe 
muſt have moved exceeding lowly. 
Mrs. Overbury made a remark, that 
her uſual melancholy was conſiderably 
increaſed, which ſhe was ſorry for; and 
enquired if ſhe had been indifpoſed, 
as ſhe got up that morning at ſo early 
an hour? Miſs Melbourne anſwered, 
No; but that ſhe could not fleep ; and 
then related her meeting with IN | 
Clifford. They now breakfaſted; | 
Ophelia began to dreſs herſelf for = 
day: this ſhe had hardly time to finiſh, 
ere Lord Clifford's carriage arrived We: 
the door to fetch her; and with a _ 
heart the dts) into it. 1 


86 | vn Er- eb 


Miss Melbourne arrived at Lumley. 
Houſe before ſhe had power to diſcard 
the recollections which oppreſſed her 
mind; and was receiv ed by Lady Clif- 

ford wich the utmoſt degree of kind- 
neſs. Her Ladyſhip expreſſed herſelf 
highly pleaſed, with the hopes ſhe en- 
. rertained. of ſpending a. charming day, 
and made ſeveral, apologies for receiv- 
ing Ophelia in her drefling-room. She 
| likewiſe added, 1 thought that I al- 
90, ready knew enough of my young 
iend, to Judge that ſhe would pre- 
« c or convenience to ſhew ; and there- 
c fore did not quit my uſual and fa- 
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Onli based, with.» moſt grateful 

- {mile, and remarked, with real delight, 

the beauty of the proſpect from the 
windows: they looked into the park, 

which was very extenſive, and laid out 

| in 


\ 
, 
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in a noble and: moſt exquiſite taſte. 
- Fortunately. for the Proprietors, - there 
was a ſmooth and, flow. river Which 
glided in meanders t through it, and be- 
ſtowed at once a cheerful verdure, and 
Was a peculiar beauty in itſelf. | "The 


park was. almoſt: encircled by an old 
wood; the trees of which were exceed- 
_ ingly thick and large, and only here 
and chere cut into viſtas, through which 

the eye caught ſome diſtant objeck. 
Amongſt them the parſonage was very 
conſpicuous and to the right of chat, 
a large octagon building in the wood 
itſelf, drew the particular attention of 
Ophelia, who turning ſuddenly . to Lady 
Clifford, 2 to a for what ic 
was 9 5 | 


— * Fl 
Jy Ti 5 


he nog 4 rh. an Ophelic's noble 
ä fiend made her repent the queſtion; 
but which, however, the Counteſs ati- 


> OL. I. F ſwered 
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- fered in theſe words : * Tris; my be. 
1 4 loved Miſs Melbourne, a temple 
} 4 i £< dedicated, by my father, to conju- 
wr c gal and parental happineſs ; and Was 
<< built on the birth of a beloved ſon. 
, Alas! how little did that dear, al- 
<< though implacable father, think he 
© ſhould in future regret the hour, and 
-<<..confider; that amiable fon he loved 
„ fo well, rather a misfortune chan 2 
«- bleſſing 1 Fils. em; Te18-5 Ay 


Lily Clifford wept. at his eig of 

this; and Ophelia made the beſt apo- 

logy for her unfortunate queſtion, by a 
graceful ſilence and a flood of ſympa- 

thetic tears. Throwing down her work, 
der Ladyſhip claſped the amiable girl 
in her arms, and exclaimed, © Weep 
not, my Ophelia; thou dear and in- 

cx tereſting reſemblance ! Good Hea- 
ens! is it — Wah ſuch bro- 
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ken and unintellig is 6 ſentences, ſhe. 


burſt afreſh into tears, while C Ophelia, 
impelled by an irreſiſtible emotion, ſunk 
on her knees, and preſſed firſt one of 
Lady. Clifford's hands, then the other 
to her lips, exclaiming, Can you, can 
« you forgive me? Alas! could I 
< foreſee? - hou charming and 
inſinuating creature, do not afflict 
ꝓyourſelf. Alas! theſe remembrances 
have in them nothing of pain. Ah, 
if eden had, n * 2 1 as 5 
# do Pozn Thom eee n 21M 2ul 
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If Menne Us words were, 


Ophelia could not apply them to her- 
ſelf; yet they ſunk deep into her heart, 
and engraved themſelves there for- 
ever. A conſiderable time had elapſed 


ent converſation; but which, however, 


e. 


before they were able to compoſe them- 
ſelves enough to ſink into an indiffer- 


4 * my 
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% AUMLEY-HOUSE. 
When once fairly begun, Ophelia ex- 
erted herſelf to the utmoſt in ſuppor 
of; and the. ſucceeded. ſo ;amazingly 
well, that the entrance of dinner was 

much regretted. both by Lag y — 
and N 


n — _ i A* — = a 
— *% that 2 —— 4 — 1 
— errands > un ©») as Þ fre es» = 2 2 8 
4 
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＋ Wen the> clark was removed, and 
the ſervants all withdrawn, Lady Clt- 
ford intreated, in a very ſolicitous man- 
ner, that Ophelia would be kind enough 
to oblige her with ſome muſic; and to 
this Miſs Melbourne moſt readily. con- 
| ſented ; and at a ſecond requeſt Ophe- 
 bafung; which the did in that ſunple 
and touchant ſtile Which ſpeaks to the 
heart. Her noble friend was affected, 
even to tears, and expreſſed her ad- 
miration and pleaſure in the moſt flas- 
. terms of ORs. s e 
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Lady Clifford took occaſion to ex- 
pteſs s her moſt. fincere with: that ever 
Eugenia would give: her the hopes of 
ter performing in a-fimilar ſtile. Bur 
« alas! my dear Mifs Melbourne, 
ſaid her Ladyſhip, for I ſpeak to you 
« as a friend, whoſe underſtanding; is 
« mature beyond her years, = ſhe is ſo 
c jnattentive, ſo unſtable! Indeed, 
* all my efforts are to no manner of | 
< purpoſe 3 yet I cannot but fay: the 
« has a very goed heart, if I could hut 
« inſpire her with a little emulation: 
« but IL much fear it is beyond the 
« reach of human power.” Here ne 
fetche> a deep ſigh, and continued, 
My regret would be ſtill much more 
« poignant, had I not a ſon. He is 
* now on his travels, and has lately been 
“ much. indiſpoſed ; but now, thank 
Heaven, thoroughly recovered. © 1 
« a the happineſs of receiving ſeve-' 

n "S's 1 "A 


102 LUMLE HO VSE. 


4 ral letters during his confinement, 
from a moſt» charming young man, 
©« who travels with him, and who is 
counter part of my Oſmond. in every 

reſpec, - except that he 1s extremely 
© handfome: | To ſay the truth, my 
Edward is plain, while all the ladies 
agree in pronouncing the Marquis 
of Belvour quite irrefiſtible ! But 
will you be ſo kind as to indulge 
*« me with your pardon for troubling 
you with my affairs? When you 
agreed to ſpend the day with an old 
woman, pray did you alſo take i into 
che account that ſhe. was to be 2 

e loquacious one? I 1 malt 

beg * indulgence.” 4 1559957 wit 


With one of the ** ates 'of 
Miſs Melbourne s looks, ſhe xeplied, 
« I have no words, Madam, to ex- 
ws e the grande, which I at this 
b 125 moment 


. them! © 
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«© moment feel for your confidence, or 


the intereſt I take in alb your affairs. 


„I beg your Ladyſhip will, however, 


permit me to fay, that you ſhall ne- 


% ver have occaſion to tepent of the 


40 one, nor ſhall I ever feel leſs of the 


other!“ My ſweet girl, anſwered 5 
Lady Clifford, 3 is it poſſible that bir 


can really prefer the ſociety of one ſu 
much older, to the gaieties of y out?? 


% Ah, Madam,” replied Ophelia, “ is 


it to be ſuppoſed that while I ar 


«.witt- you, I ſnhould regret the gaieties 


„ you ſpeak of? Surely not: to be thus 


ex- 


_ © dliiſſipation of a crowd, even, ſne 
added, with a ſigh, did the preſent 


« melancholy I now feel ſo heavily. on 
my ſpirits,” but allow ; me to © eryoy* 


S + 
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3 Clifford, after ſome little pauſe, 
ſaic, And may I not—no, I will not 
. aſk the cauſe of this depreſſion: your 
-* <C have: mentioned. I know that my 
7 « afliſftance-cannot be of the leaſt avail 
> to its removal; and I alſo know that 
when friendſhip has not the power to 

conſole, confidence ſhould neither be 

_ < -aſked nor granted. Þ know that you 
© ftand. not in need of advice while 
you are under the protection of Mrs: 
Overbury; but chen I have dis 

+ xequeſt- to make, which I hop you 

© wilt promiſe to comply with; whactt 

© is, Shoukt vou ever with ſor any 

' thing in the power of affection to be. 
' ſtaw, you will remember that you 
have a friend at Lumley-Houſe, who 
© will continually love, and be ever 

ready to do you every ſervice, my 

| charming Ophelia, . with the fora] ; 
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Miſs Melbourne's feelings: on this 
| ace rendered her, for ſome mo- 
ments, incapable of giving any anſwer. 
At laſt, fuddenly catching hold of the 
hand which Lady Clifford extended to- 
wards her, ſhe preſſed it to her lips © 
with that emotion which was not in 
her power any longer to reſtrain or 
diſguiſe. Then ſhe exclaimed, with a 
degree of rapture too difficult to be 
deſcribed, + Muſt I not, — ſhall I not 
« be one of the. moſt ungrateful and 
s ungenerous: creatures that ever yet 
« exiſted- in the world, could I ever 
forget this honour, this unbounded 
« extent of kindneſs which you have. 
*« conferred upon me? Oh Madam, 
I can never, never while I breathe, 
| © have the means in my power of re- 
paying it: but this I know, and 
« this being all I can do, — Thar the 
« deareſt and moſt tender remem- 
«1 Aa, * 1 bn 
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had the honour of be 
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AN ANSWER. | 


* 


M OST T delightfully d did clin day paſs 
with Ophelia and her noble friend 
in theſe intereſting converſations; and 
they ſaw, with regret, the evening ſoqr F 
arrive, which brought home the ret 
of the family; and after half an hour's 
converſation, Ophelia took her leave, 
and returned home to ſupper. A night 
of reſt and comfort reſtored to Maſs 
Melbourne a part of that bloom which 
her late diſtreſſes had robbed her of, 
and gave her a ſufficient ſhare of ſpirits | 
to anſwer Mrs. Alwin's letter; which 
the did 1 in che following manner: 


2 
; ; {4 2 RS * * £* 
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tes LUMEEY-AGOUSE. 
© My amiable friend's moſt welcome 
r epiſtle merits the earlieſt acknowledg- 
© ment; and I ſhould have written yeſ- 
terday, had I not been engaged 0 out 
* the whole of the . 


7 


< How I havie N . with 
your deſcriptions, my beloved Hen- 
riettal I imagine continually that! 
© behokt the charming ſpot which you 
have ſo well delineated; and yot- 
may be welt affured, that I feel in- 


© finirely” chagtined, when I reflect 
< vii being ſuck a number of tedious 
© tnites/ diſtant from the friend of my 
_ © fancy. - The friend of my ey Þ 
0 ur how: why a friend indeed! 
| „Halen, 1 hove 4 heart We 
pied by its own forrows, as ſcareely 
© to. leave toof for the enjoyinene of 
Wen happineſs. Did you ever ima- 


5 ** | * gine 
: % 


* . 
/ 


„ ener nos. 1 


© pine I was half ſo ſelfith a creature d 
© No; for you was hot acquainted wit 
my being ſo wretched ; and yet, my 
Henrietta, you have fhewn me in 
© your dear letter, that what 1 bn. 
— 4 Fun to e a 


8 


. Your PEE are eee jut, 3 
c as far as they go; but it is not the 
© loſs of rank that I regret ; | it is my 
Henrietta, the loſs of maternal ſoml- 
* neſs of parental love! Perhaps too, 
6 1 REY that 
6 er for ſo were your dear a- 
© ther and mother, when firſt I in- 
truded on their goodneſs; | Oh that 
© it were in my power to repay them. 
© muſt; and it will, be their whole ve- 
* ward, The labour of ny liſe, nay 
2 even that life * were but fulfi- - 
TIES © 6 cient 4 


A 
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© cient to acknowledge their kindneſs 
„and yours: Yours, my dear beloved 
© friend, which, without the leaſt mix- 
© ture of envy and diſcontent, cheer- 
© fully. ſaw an intruder aſſume an air of 
© equality with yourſelf, and, withour 
© eyen a hinted reproach, bore all her 
« caprices and petulancies! Can 1 
thank thee for all this, dear Henei- 
etta, as J ought to doꝰ No, my ex- 
cellent tutoreſs, it is impoſſible for 
© me.” Give a look then into the heart 
you have formed yourſelf, and read 
there my gratitude: 3 in linde- 
" _ characters! 61 403 n 


— « # bt 2 
4 % : 5 * ; + i "2 Ti; J 3 
4 


* But Jer oP no beer welpalt on 
pour time by this melancholy language, | 
© which: you will readily comprehend 5 
and I beg that e . 
„ model wtf ogy > 
ei 026 2459 | 


0 9 as. * 
6 


= Vour application of Mhitehead's 


s pointed ſentiments 1s extremely. | juſt- 


That poem, I muſt remark, is a great 
0 favourite of mine. Although Ido 
not altogether acenrd with, the whole 
of the ſentiments contained in it, my 
« heart is too ſuſceptible to ſay , More 
« eaſe is my humble requeſt!” though 
© Heaven- knows, ; at preſent, I experi- 


© ence not the greateſt portion even _ 
that Something too much of this. 
ou will. join in chis n wits 


me 1 know. 32 =2168} at 33% n 


8444 Dani Daa, HDSM * * fo 


bs = J am full of quotations Pe you 
C ſee, But did you never make the 


dobſervation, That melancholy. brings 
to one's mind the expreſſions of o- 


_ © thers, which exactly deſcribe our own 
£ ſenfations more than any other affec- 
tion? Ee, becauſe it is the 

bk: wo 150. arteries WP 
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. 2 and mot amen o en. 
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1 tend yeſterday nioſt ts 
lakh. Lady Chord. She intereſts 
© the to a wonderful degree ihdeed.” I 
© well remember you have often filed 
© it your romantic Ophelia, and moſt 
Handy endeuvéured to ſtem the tile 
© of ſenſatiem wkieh overwhelmed my 
© heart oH A Eftraordlitidaty octalion 7 
© but; in flit you never had the good 
© fortune yet to ſucceed? but to tell 
ven n, I 1 never x wiſhed: 0. n 
1 #91 0 5 
ſeems to favour me with a cbnſider- 
able ſhate of her affection, amc highly 
charms me by Her elegant” fenti- 
ments, as welt as her elegant and a 
Fn c. eurate manner of expreſſing them. 
* Her | 


1 Ly K o s es you” 


© Her Ladyſhip has been one of the 
« moſt lovely women of her time, and 


b has a trait of melancholy” which ren 
2 ders her {till more gs hf 


CY 


© How I keep ſcribbling on, without + 


© ever conſidering of how much eonſe- 
© quence your time is to all your c 

©. ne&tions, tier that my too kind friends 
Have engaged to force me out er 
© aſternoen to tea. I have only tim 
jeſt to aſſure you that T anticipate 
highly the'tranſports of meeting you | 
| — te f um nw, WEE 


ow You much obliged... 
« and grateful | 


: «4 we 1 OM © OffinLtA. 


* 


1 =Y I 


bi To you 'T have no ta PO 


* for you know tow little right 1 have 
h BG 
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© to a ſecond. Omit not to preſent 
© my moſt ſincere e to OY * 
Mr. Alwin. ert MM £0 


6 April 2 16.5 


tf d 


An on ideen es 12 
en Knihing this pille, abe me- 
Lncholy writer of it accompanied her 
friends to one of thoſe ſtupid viſits, 
where even cards are a relief to the fa- 
1 tigue of doing nothing, and the languor 
and ern; which always attend a totab 
1 want of converſation, and a mixture of, 
dull; and tireſome people. From this. 
viſit Ophelia returned ſtill more melan-- | 0 
- choly than when ſhe WI and infinitely Ml 
more — : . Ne 


* bY 


Several a ar this diſagreenble 
viſit, paſſed away, without being mark- 
ed. by. the leaſt. particular occurrence 

in the een of Miſs, Melbourne; 34 

. thong: 
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during whicli I time ſhe continued; to- 15 

engage herſelf in the domeſtic affairs of 

the family, with the higheſt approbation 

of Mr. and Mrs. Overbury. a The 1 

kindneſs: and affection with which ſne 
as Continually treated by them, in 

many inſtances, ſurpaſſed even that. . 

tenderneſs which parents naturally haye, 

for their own offspring ; and they had 

the pleaſure of ſeeing their attachment 

was not beſtowed on one who was un- 

deſerving. | e . 


At length the carriage of Lord Clif- 
ford arrived at the door, and Lady 
Eugenia deſcended from it alone. Ophe- 
lia, fearing that- her beloved Lady 
Clifford was taken ill, immediately flew 
to meet her viſitant, and to enquire te 
ſtate of her Ladyſhi p's health. Euge- 
na immediately acquainted her that ſhe | 
was come to ſolicit the favour of her 
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CHAPTER: * 


A TEMPLE. 


. 


| LAY Y Clifford coming Our 3 
heroine with ſmiles of the ſweeteſt 
complacency, and ſeemed extremely 
pleaſed with her condolements on the 
diſagreeable lameneſs which the no-. 
experiencet. APE 


The morning paſſed i in converſation 
of the moſt rational kind, and, after 
dinner was over, Ophelia and Lady 
Eugenia took a walk in the garden to- 
gether, and from thence proceeded to 
the park. An irreſiſtible curioſity now. 
impelled Ophelia towards the>remple, 
MM had been the ſubje& of her con- 
N verſation 


-'F 18 \LUMLE-Y/-HDUS *. 


verſation with Lady Clifford a few 
days before. As they approached near- 
er it, Lady Eugenia ſaid, © Here is 
« a very beautiful building, Miſs Mel- 
ce bourne, which probably you wud 
<« like to ſee: I believe I have a key.“ 
In ſaying this, they went up the ſteps ; 
and an inſcription over the door, firſt 
caught the attention of O e Þ& \ was 
as follows: bas nne 


9 N $a | OK bo 1 l 1 rage BY” £ 4 * 34 SEM . 
Sacred to Con ugal and Parental Happineſs! 
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oftagon! building contained a moſt ex- 


quiſite painting, repreſenting ſome par- 


ticular character or groupe from hif- 
tory :;. which ſhe thought, reflected the 
higheft honour on the Parental and 
Conjugal name. Here the noble Ro- 
man Cornelia ſhewed her children as 
her greateſt jewels; and here Coriola- 
nus vielded that peace to his family 


which he had refuſed to the puſillani- 


mous ſenate--of Rome. Andromache 


and Hector too, were here ſeen to em- 
brace for the laſt time, while the infant 


| Aſtyanax ſhrunk from the nodding 


plume on the helmet of 41 Dann, 
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0 W hb: attention was highly 
engaged by the beautiful eſfect of theſe 
repreſentations, took particular notice 
that between each of theſe intereſting 


performances, there was 2 whole 1 
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Aatue of exquiſite workmanſhip, which 
very much attracted ber admiration: 
but chat painting which en drew 
4he attention of Miſs Melbourne's eyes, 


was & large picture, repreſenting a Sen- 
tleman who appeared to be young, tall, 


graceful, and animated, leaning over 
the chair of a young lady, whoſe face 


turned towards him, who expreſſed the 


-placid ſerenity of a Madona, and, at the 


fame time, gave a forcible remem- 
Srance of Lady Clifford. On her lap 


-was ſeated a ſweet infant, of a few 


-months old, playing with ſome flowers 


on a table before them, on which lay a 


muſical inſtrument, a box of colours, 
and a book; where diſtinctly mien be 


read thoſe lines from Thomſon: 
„ What is the world to them ? i 


It's pomp, it's pleaſure, and its nonſenſe all; 


Who in each other claſp whatever fair 
High fancy form, and laviſh heartscanwiſh. 1 
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_ Ophblia: gazed on this charming 
groupe, till the felt herſelf affected al. 
moſt to tears; and Lady Eugenia "aid, 
« Don't you think the lady fomething 
% like my mamma?” Indeed I do,” 


ſaid Ophelia; © theſe, 1 ſuppoſe, were 


© the Earl and Counteſs?” They 


ec are, and that is the child at whoſe 


ce birth the temple was built. My mo- 
« ther was not born till after that: 
< little did my grandfather think, he 

«© ſhoutd die unreconciled to that heir, 
© whoſe birth he fo rejoiced in!” —— 
Good Heavens ! you ſhock me er⸗ 
© tremely ; 1 would not be impertinent, 
but, may I aſk, what ſingular occut . 
* rence could occafion ſuch a change 


Oh no, it is not in the leaſt impet= 


« tinent'y but you will be kind envigh 

* not to mention what I ſhall tell you.“ 

© By no means; but if it is a ſteret 

% Oh no; numbers of people knew the 
Vor. I. 2 85 8 64 affair 
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«6, affair at the time ĩt happened, but it 
t diftreſſes mamma ſo, we never ſpeak 
* of it; but if you will fit down, I'II 
© tell you all I know. In the firſt 
© place, I muſt inform you, that the 
«© Counteſs died, when young; Lord 
Lumley was about ten years old, and 
my mother eight: at fourteen, the 
young Lord was ſent to college, 

«© where he continued five years; and 
then travelled in France and Italy 
till he was one-and- twenty; when 

*© he was recalled, to take poſſeſſion of 
& a large independent fortune, left him 
by an uncle. This ſeat had, till 
then, been my grandfather's favour- 
ite reſidence; but he now exchanged 

cc it with his ſon for one in Somerſet- 
* ſhire. My uncle ſtaid here ſeveral 
months, and then with ſome; ac- 
quaintance he went to ſpend a ſhort 
time in Dorſetſhite; and from this 
DW IO c excurſion 
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excurſion he returned to his father 8 
ſeat in Somerſetſhire, as I have heard 
Lady Clifford ſay, extremely altered: 


He was melancholy, ' ſeemingly op- 


« preſſed by fome ſecret grief, and 
often made - ſhort excurſions from 
home.—My mother, who tenderly 
loved him, often entreated to know 


« the. cauſe of his diſtreſs. For ſome © 
time, he eluded all her endeavours :; _ 


but at length, he yielding to the 
tenderneſs. of her ſupplications, told 
her that he -was privately married to 


a young lady of the greateſt beauty 


and accompliſhments; that he had 


met with her at Dorſetſhire, at his 
friend's houſe; that with great dif- 


ficulty he prevailed on her to give 


him her hand; that on pretence of 


© viſiting a relation, ſhe had met him 


in London, where, as they were 


both of age, he eafily procured a 
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* licence, and they were married in 15 

46. week after; that ſhe returned to her 

*© friend's houſe, and he to his father's, 

from whence he bad been many 

4 times to vifit her; and that ſhe was 

<< ſoon to remove to his ſeat in Dorſet- 

6 ire, while her friends were to ima- 
gine her in France, till he could 
make it convenient to declare his 
marriage; that he was extremely 
hurt at the neceſſity he was under o 
ſubjecting her to a fituation fo dif | 
2grecable to a woman of delicacy. 

He declared ſhe was the moſt amiable | 

of women, and that he waited till a 

« treaty. of marriage his father had 

e propoſed ſhould go off, to own. her 
as his wife; that her father and mo- 
ther were both dead, and ſhe had no 
near relations: her father had been a 
elergyman. He concluded by con- 

zuring his ſiſter to 89, under pretence 

25 | . of 


EUMELEBY-HOUSE 125 


te of ſeeing his ſeat, and make her a 
« viſit of friendſhip and countenance. 


« On her objecting her father's diſplea- 
« ſure, ſhould he diſcover the intent 
« of her journey, he told her that his 


*« houſe. was in ſo remote a fituation, 
no one need know ſhe was there, ex · 
6 cept. his ſervants, who were ſtrangers: 
and therefore ſhe might af- 


te her 5 


% {ume any name ſhe pleaſed, and goly 


% eenfeſs her true one to Lady Lum: 
% ley. The Earl's conſent was readily 
« procured, and my mathe went to 
« Weſt Hill, where, as ſhe ſays to this 
hour, ſhe was introduced to all that 
« ig amiable in woman in her new 


er ſiſter ; ſhe ſtaid fix weeks, known to 
the. ſervants only by the name of Miſs 


% Arnold, while to her broth& and 
* tiſter alone ſhe acknowledged the 
* title of Lad y Matilda ee | 
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% Theſe days, the ſays, were ſome 
© of the happieſt ſhe has ever known; 
they were paſſed in a conſtant routine 
of elegant and ſocial amuſements, 
and reciprocal inſtances'of tenderneſs 
© and affection. Lord Lumley found 
in his wife and ſiſter all that his 
heart required of happineſs, while 
his charming Laura loved him with 
a purity of paſſion unknown to the 
intereſted, I believe I repeat ti yo 
the very words I have heard my mo- 
© ther uſe in ſpeaking of this happy 
* time, which fled away but too ſwift- 
ly; and ſhe returned to Somerſet- 
ſhire, promiſing Lady Lumley to 
66: come agar when ſhe lay. in. e 
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Here OR an extreme edinjvation 
“ of her brother's ſeat, ſhe once more 
accompanied him thither ; and ſoon 
after her arrival, TT HO laye 
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«© in of a boy ; but he lived only fix 

«© weeks, My mother ſtaid there ſome 
time, and then went to - Somerſet- 

* ſhire ; where Lord Clifford ſoon af - 

© ter paid his addreſſes, and married 

her. Of courſe, ſhe went to live at 

his ſeat in Devonſhire; and ſoon af- 

© ter, Lord Lumley difcovered his 

© marriage; at which the old Earl was 
ſo exaſperated, that he forbade him 
© ever to come near bis houſe, we et 


24 


« Lady Clifford: a; to. viſit - 


them; and in the firſt. year of her 

© marriage my eldeſt brother was 
born, who is now turned of twenty. 

Two more years ſlipped. away, at the 

end of which my grandfather was 
taken ill; and relenting in his laſt 

© moments, altered his will, and left 
all to his ſon, except my mother's 
« fortune. He ſent for them both, 
THE . n 
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< but they came too late 5 he was dead; 
and after they had overcome the firſt 
% thock, they each returned to their 
on ſeat: and this houfe was, as you 
& may have heard, left een for 
"Ws my . 


Ju eſs 4 a twelvemonth, Lady 
4 Lumley lay- in of a daughter; another 
* year paſſed, and the Earl went to 
„ town, for a ſhort time, on ſome bu- 
* fineſs.— Fatal journey 1—In a week's 
time, he alaymed Lady Lumley, by 
ct returning at five o'clock in the morn». 
& ing * He told her, that unfortunately 
at a Coffee-houſe, he had got into a 
& difpute with an officer of ſome rank 
< in the army; that high words paſſing 
between them, they had fought, and 
© his antagoniſt was killed; and he 
« muſt ſet off immediately for France. 


His 
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His faithful wife inſiſted on going 
« with him; and, unable to leave her 
beloved infant - behind, they all de- 
«© parted in a hired chaiſe, with poſt 
* horſes, and one ſervant, for- the Con- 
« tinent. Before he went, he wrote a 
few lines to my mockery. to. mention. 
* theſe nnn 40 Ie 
th The end af my e 5 wit. 
« fill you witch horror. The paequet 
„ in which they embarked was loſt it 
« a violent ſtorm of wind, and Orian, 
« and every one on board periſhedl 


Vom weep, my dear Miſs Mel- 

+ bourne 5—judge of the afffictien of 

*« Lady Clifford! For fome years 

* ſhe laid no claim to the eſtate, 

« (though, by her father's will, the 

4% was to inherit it; in caſe her brother 5 

died without children) in hopes ſome. - 
6 4 «friendly 


130 . 
friendly incident might have ſaved 
60 him; but all hopes vaniſhing, ſhe at 
16. length aſſerted her title, and it was 
tc readily admitted. Her affliction. at 
ce this terrible misfortune has never 
£© wholly ſubſided the ſlighteſt inci- 
«« dent renews it. You, I am ſure, can 
ce pity her: you, whoſe heart is con- 
<« tinually alive to others woes, and 
ever ſtriving to alleviate the miſeries 
«© even of thoſe with whom you have 
ce but a ſmall ſhare of acquaintance, 
will pour out a torrent of en! 
« for her nnn. 


| an (exceſs of attention and 
concern, Ophelia ſcarcely perceived that 
Lady Eugenia had done ſpeaking. At 
length, with a deep ſigh, ſhe thanked 
her for the intereſting communication 
The: had is br, and immediately 
e freturned 
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he houſe, moſt heavily 


laden with an additional melancholy 


which appeared too viſibly in her c: 


tenance. 
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CHAPTER XL. 


INTELLIGENCE. 


OU have been gone a great while, 
« my dear girls,” ſaid Lady 
Clifford, as they entered the drawing- 
room; © I am afraid you did not re- 
« collect how ſtupid Tam without you; 
<c but, Miſs Melbourne! Eugenia, 
„ what eyes are theſe !—What have 
* you been doing ?—Do you know, I 
«« ſhall chide preſently; what is the 
«© matter? “ Nothing, mamma, 
anſwered Lady Eugenia, only we have 
been recollecting a melancholy ſtory.? 
« Well,” faid Lady Clifford, “ I have 
«c got ſuch news !\——Now, Eugenia, 
what will you give for a letter ?”— 
Ab, mamma, from Oſmond! ?” replied 
| Eugenia. 
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Eugenia. What an excellent gueſs 
_ « you have]! Well, to reward it, read 
* this aloud;“ giving her à letter, 
which Jews pea Lan eg 35 and n 


as s follows's 1-4 Q 
Vel 71 1 26 3 4 27115 „ 285 7 {I 
5 Of Tu . — 50 hind 


* — I know, receive with a ſſocere 
c pleaſure, the intelligence of her ſon's 
( health, happineſs, and grateful re- 
© membranes of his maſt excellent pa- 
rents. Alas! my deareſt Madame I _ 
© bluſh, When T'recolle&t how lirthe 1 
© have done to geſerve the affection you 
© hve” always delighted rw-ſhew''me, 
© and I have delighte@ rg/'feceive; dhe 
* ſtudy of my life ſhall be to acknow- 
* ledge your goodneſs to h T wave, 
6 however, the -profeMien of a duty, 
< which only my actions can aſcertain, 
vx" proceed toe in formaties, which, 
« 1 Hatter myſelf, you will net be ſorry 


to 


"» 
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to receive: it is briefly this, Vou may 
expect, in à very ſhort time, to ſee 
. © the moſt reſpectful of ſons at the feet 
of his parents, and the moſt affecti- 
© onate of brothers in the arms of his 
© dear Eugenia !——Oh, my beloved 
7 mother, what tender emotions! riſe in 
© my-boſom at the delightful idea !— 
© a voluntary exile from all IL love, for 
eee three years, a at length 1 
return to my native country; re- 
* turn, I hope, undebaſed by the fop- 
s Fae of France, or the, effeminacies 
*,of:Italy';. yet bearing in my heart a 
ſincere admiration of Wee 3 
*/of each kingdoms, ab dad l 


Hol 0199 lei atil qc iM ben 
My beloved friend, Belvour accom- 
f s panies Mme. Les belles Francoiſas declare 

that he is tres charmante! He inſiſts 
1 <, on my geing with him firſt to Weſt 
1 S bury-Caſlles to ſee his acer ee 
1 | vt * 4 9 
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the expiration of the ſummer. 6 'Youz 


on Xx 
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ſtay there long; for, in ſpite of its 
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«< With: the utmoſt reſpect,” Tio 
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% write to u father. Reihüinbef 


a” 


me moſt tenderly to Eugenia. Bel- 


2 my affection can exceed bis 2 2955 
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5 7 12 +11 * 41 224 
. * C5 3 3 3 + 7 0 4 
© Paris, * 3 


Sophia, whom he promiſes to engage 
to come to Lumley-Houſe, long ere 


who are ſo well acquainted with my 
heart, will readily believe I have no 
objection to this plan, We ſhall nor 


n e ſhall wiſh to embrace 


vour entreats you will believe only | 
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Here Lady Eugenia ceaſed. In truth, 
Ophelia wondered how it had been poſ- 
fible ſor her to read fo long, with ſo 
little emotion; and they each congra- 
tulated the other on this charming 
vans t 2 He neg 2407, Ob HOME 2100" 


? 
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Ophelia had remarked, that while 
Lady Eugenia was reading the latter 
part of the letter, Lady Clifford had 
obſerveck her face with the moſt earneſt 
attention, as if ſhe wiſhed to diſeever 
ſomething by the ex preſſion it aſſumed; 
but ſhe muſt have been very penetrat- 
ing to have done this, by the minuteſt 
ſcrutiny. In truth, few faces were more 
entirely void of information than Lady 
Eugevia's, except that now and then 
her features wore a kind of jealaus fear, 
as if the. fancies. every body laughed at 
her. Strange as this expreſſion may ap» 
pear, it was literally the nuch Lady 


Eugenia 
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Rüth having generally chat idea 
about her, eſpecially when any one in 
her company fmiled, without affigning | 


ſome reaſon ;* nor was it always 'iJt- 
founded, for fometimes' ſhe made ſuck 


ridiculous ſpeeches, through "inatten- 


tion, that even the gravity of 81 7 was 
not t proof 3 them. 
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The converſation, after this wal 
wholly taken up im aſeertaining the time 
when f Py e e 25 
bop by ee r GEL MORE 


Mer 


6+ 


> Pets Cliford ellivg Lady | Buena, 


the Counteſs and Ophelia were left to- 


gether. An interval of filence followed 
Eugenia's departure ; for Lady Clifford 
leaning her head on her. hand, ſeemed 
loſt in deep and pleafing meditation, 
Starting! at length from her revetie, ſhe 
exclaimed, * My dear Miſs Melbourne, 
„can 


f 
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ec can you excuſe- me ? I proteſt I hack 
„ wholly loſt myſetf in the pleafing 
& anticipation of Oſmond's return.” 
Ophelia made ſome flight anſwer, and 
Lady Clifford went on Perhaps it is 
not caſy for any one to conceive the 
< ſtrange and yarious emotions of my 
«© heart: the arrival-of an amiable, and 
beloved ſon cannot be a matter of i in- 
6e difference to a fond mother.” Ger- 
© tainly not, Ma'am,' anſwered Ophe- 
lia. and I am almoſt tempted to envy 
© my Lord Oſmond his happineſs. How 
© charming muſt be the meeting of pa- 
rents ſo erlegt h n 2 
e e ie 


| 3 8 e bob. 
fuſed her fine eyes with tears; which 
hit Clifford noticing, . ſaid, 5, Your 
« parents have heen dead ſome years, 
4 41 We I believe?“ 0 Les, Ma'am; 
> — 
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© I, have no recollection of them. 
&© Poor child!“ ſaid Lady Clifford, 
ſoftly; then aloud . Did they live 
« in this part of the world, my dear 
«© Ophelia?“ Extremely confuſed; 
Ophelia heſitated, II- believe not; 
Ma'am; but I do not recollect ever 
© to have heard Mr, Oyerbury ſay.— 
How old was you, my dear, when 

you firſt came hither ?” About a 
* twelvemonth? 6 Oh, you then ger: 
e tainly cannot. recolle&t them. Which 
« of your parents does Mr. Overbury 
„think you moſt like?” Oh; my 
father, Madam, in voluntarily replied 
Ophelia; ſor the portrait had fully de- 
termined; that. 55. Indeed,” ſaid, Lady 
Clifford, with a, ſigh, «& he was, 1 think, 
Mrs. Overbury? s brother,” - Still 
more confuſed, our heroine heſitated, 
Ves, Ma'am.“ Lady Clifford appear- 
ing to be Krosr . her agitation, ſaid, 
| ' 66. You 
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„ You do not in the leaſt reſemble 
tc Mrs. Overbury.“ No, Ma'am,“ 
ſaid Ophelia; then riſing haſtily, ſhe 
exclaimed,. © Bleſs me l how warm it is; 
Fam quite faint,” © Youthad better 
Fi take a'turn in the garden, my love, 
aid Lady Clifford, till fixedly gazing 
upen her. Glad of any relief, the 
courtefted,. and withdrew; and as ſhe 
Hur the door, heard Lady Clifford 
figh, and exclaim, Good Heavens! 
- hk is wax nene a 


| The fear that Lady Clifford fulpefed 
the untruth of her anſwers, in reality 
ſoon gave to Ophelia the fiokneſs the- 
had at firſt pretended; but a ſhower of 
tears a little relieving her, ſhe returned 
to the drawing room, where the found 
the family and the tea veg: | 


Lady Clifford called' ker to "the ati 


on which the ſat herſelf, and kindly ſaid, 
a , 1 fear, 


* ; FLY ; | 
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I fear, my dear love, 1 have diſtreſſed 
4 you, by my inipertinent queſtions; 
«© ſo tender a heart fhould not be fe- 
« minded of its forrows : forgive me, 
e my dear girl, and think no longer on 
4 metancholy ſubjects.“ Ah, Ma- 
< dam !' ſaid Ophelia, if you for- 
bid me this, you may as well tell me 
that I muſt ceaſe to think at all! as 
it is impoſſible for me to ceaſe think- 
ing, and that with the moſt ponderous 
* conſideration, on a fuhject which fs 
< materially concerns me as this. At 
the ſame time, I muſt acknowledge 
myſelf full of ingratitude, when 1 
but allow a moment's thought on the 
many ineflimable bleſſings I have had 
beſtowed upon me in my preſent ſitu- 
ation; particularly that valuable one 
of being under the parental tuition of 

| Mr. and Mrs. Overbury. 
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Here, by a queſtion o 
nia's, the converſation ' became gene- 
ral; Ophelia by degrees recovered: her 

pirits, and after ſu p per returned to the 
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ed away, during which, ſome "2 


of every day was ſpent by Ophelia at 
Lumley-Houſe; and intimacy, which 1 
ſo frequently leſſens and fo ſeldom adds 8 i 
to eſteem, ſerved but to ſhew, both to Ty 
Lady Clifford and Ophelia, the extenn 


five excellence of each other's character. 
Happy in the ſociety of ſo charmin 
eſtimable a friend, Ophelia ſtrove to 


baniſh every idea which led to melan- 
choly, and every conjecture which gave 


birth to uneaſineſs. Convinced, that the 


frſt would impair her health, and ae. 


ſured that the latter could not at preſent 
> Srl, ſhe tried (nat wholly in 


| vain) 
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vain) to compoſe and ſtrengthen her 
| mind; and, except at intervals, ſhe had 
nearly regained her uſual calm and tran- 
quil vivacity; Which, while it ap- 
proached not in the ſmalleſt degree 
towards levity, was yet far removed 
from APE IS . 


Ophelia was now fo uled to be evety 
* at Lumley-Houſe, that it was 
equally matter of ſorpriſe and regret, 
when any paſſed in which ſhe and her 
noble friends did not meet. Great, 
therefore, was her ſurpriſe, when two 
days had elapſed, and ſhe heard nothing 
def them; —_ therefore, early the 

chirc morning, ſhe reſolved to walk 
5 towards the park, (though yet ſhe could 


not reconcile to herſelf the idea of go- 


ing unaſked) in hopes of meeting ſome 
of che family, as ſhe had often done in 
er enn rambles. 

411. N om 
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About ſeven ol clock, kkerefore, "the 
began her ſtroll, and ſoon reached the 
ſtile Where once before ſhe had met 
Lord Clifford. Here ſhe heſitated whe- 
ther or not to proceed; but the beauty 
of. the morning tempted her on; and 
having paſſed the field, ſhe entered the 
Park, and going to the river, invited 
by the ſtillneſs of the morning, and the 
coolneſs of that delicious place, ſhe ſat 
down on its banks, under a clump of 
willows. The octagon temple here form- 
ed a ſtriking. point of | view, and taiſed 
in her mind a long train of reflections 
on the inſtability of human happineſs. 
She ſighed, and drawing from her bo- 
ſom the locket ſo often mentioned, ſhe 
touched the ſecret ſpring, and con- 
templated, with uncontrolled diſtreſs, 
the portrait of her father! Alas !” 
by cried, it is probable that. my birth 

< gave to the original « of this dear por- 

e, „ trait, 8 
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den trait, a joy, little inferior to that in 


„memory of which yonder building 


e was raiſed; and yet, what am I.now!” 


Again ſhe fighed; and preſſing the in- 


- animate form to; her lips, ſhe cloſed the 


Ipring, and committing it to her boſom, 


_ aroſe; when turning her head, how 
great was her:diſmay, to behold a young 
man apparently obſerving her, with the 
moſſt earneſt attention! She ſtarted: but 
recollecting, none but a viſitor at tlie 


park : could be in that N place, ſhe in- 


ſtantly ſaw ſhe had nothing to dread 
but his having heard her exclamations; 


which ſhe judged, however, from the 


diſtance he ſtood, to be unpoſhble; ſhe 


therefore, though in ſome confuſion, 
_— een, ogy: W 


* þ + 


IL Inconnu, adrian whh a gracekil 


| bow, ſaid, Let me entreat, Madam 


1. Deg 1 way not diſturb you.“ She 
| courtelied 
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courteſied ſilently, and went on. He con- 
tinued, I fear, Madam, it is impoſ- 
c fible you ſhould forgive my imperti- 
nent intruſion ; and I know I can ne- 
<< yer pardon myſelf, unleſs you permit 
me bo: hope it has not interrupted 
« you.” Sir, anſwered Ophelia, 

« you have not in the leaſt diſturbed me; 
] was going home.” She then courteſied 
with dignity, though bluſhing and con- 
fuſed, and paſſed haſtily on; and as he 
did not attempt to follow, though he 
ſtood fixedly gazing upon her, ſhe was 
ſoon out of fight, and not long e ers = | 
reached home. 


* 


* 


. n engroſſed the conver· 
fation of the breakfaſt table; and it had 
not been long removed, before Lord 
Clifford's chariot ſtopped at the door, 
and Lady Eugenia tripped into the 
houſ e. She found Ophelia and Mrs. 

H 2- as...” 
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| Overbury ſitting together; and told the 
latter that ſhe was come to run away 
with Miſs Melbourne for the whole 
day; adding, I am fure you will not 
* refuſe me, my dear Madam, when 
16 you conſider Miſs Melbourne has not 
4% been with us theſe two days. *« f 
do confider, Lady Eugenia, 'but— 
Nay, no bus, my dear Madam, you 
* muſt conſent; beides, I Want to in- 
troduce her to my brother.”—* TO 
your brother, Lady Bugenia! ' 
«© Yes, Ma'am. Dear ! I had forgot 
4 you did not know he was eome; he 
c arrived the day before yeſterday, 
„ which was the reaſon that we did not 
call here; for you may imagine we 
b have all been in a charming buſtle !” 
I congratulate you,” pers Ophelia, © ON 
_ © this delightful event.” * Delightful, 
indeed, my dear; but come, make 
by Ka _ deprebez, . wite'!” 
| 4k * Bled 


—- r * 
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U Bleſs me !* ſaid Ophelia „laughing, 5 
you are in mighty 1 I cannot 
+ poſſibly go in my morning dreſs. — 
« Pſha ! ſuch nonſenſe! I never faw 
you look better; we. ſhall have no 
% company; ſo ee =» going 
(os not as * are.“ | 


— 


- Obie looked at Aw vated; | 
Fe: ſaid, Go, my dear, as you are, 
4, Give: Ly agen dufired int. 
Ophelia then, taking up her cloak, took 
leave of Mrs. Overbury, and ſtepped 
a me Wann into the « ming 


1 were . 0 mm ere. x99 
Eugenia exclaimed, ** I hope you are 
© recovered from your fright, Miſs 
„ Melbourne What fright, Lady 
J + Eugenia //——< Then, you do not 
: bs know 2 : £ 1 I do: not. = 
TH Wall, x n tell whether you are 55 — 
des 2. 1 © alarmed ..- 
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40 alarmed or not, but I am; r little 
% did I ſuſpect you of ſuch a wicked 
e action!“ What action what do 
you mean?* Why, have you not, 
, innocent as you pretend to look, 
« ſtolen my Lord Belvour's heart? 
Are you well awake, Lady Eugenia 
do me the favour to recollect I have 
© never ſeen him! Well, you know 
„ beſt whether you uſually walk with 
c your eyes ſhut; but I am ſure he 
* has ſeen you.” © Walk with my 
eyes ſhuy you are certainly in ſome 
© miereſting dream] Pray, do wake, 
and explain yourſelf.” That is 
* eaſily done; pray, were you not in 
«© our park this morning?” © Yes. 
& Well, do you begin to perceive ?'— 
« Bleſs me! yes; ; was that Lord, Bel; 
© your: ?* „ Oh, by no means RI have 
6 been dreaming all the morning! 


+3 7:0 "How can you beſo teizing! Be cha- 


1 — 
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0 ritable, and tell me how you gueſſed 
« it was I who met the Marquis?“ 1 


« did not gueſs; it was my mother 


e who found it out, by his deſcription.” 
© Will you tell me how? 6 Yes, I 
« will tell you the whole ſtory ;: he be- 


« gan by.aſking me, if I was acquaint= 


e ed with any young lady who had 


«. blue eyes, dark hair, and the fineſt 
0; complexion in the world? Oh 
« fye, Lady Eugenia this is all your 


© own invention.“ No, upon my 
word; fo I told him, No; J never 


4 minded en r and d aſked 1 


« W 


3 


hs In . to e Lind Below | 
Ws „ faid, that walking in the park this 
* morning, he was ſurprized by the 


« ſight of an elegant female figure, 


© (be-filent, or I ſhall not tell you one | 


hy *- wor: mote)—ſitring by the fide of 
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. the river; that ſhe was drefied i in a 
5 white leve-vite, with a blue ſaſh; a 
6 ſtraw hat, lined and tied with blue, 
on her bead, and her dark hair in 
« long ringlets to the bottom of her 
«6 waiſt; chat the beauty of her form fo 
© aſtoniſhed him, that he began to be- 
c heye the ancient ſtories of nymphs, 
- < and and — (let me recollect the 
bas word) hamydryads ; he therefore ad- 
«, yanced ſlowly, expecting to ſee the 
44, lovely phantom vaniſh. every mo- 
et ment; but however, he began to be 
<: convinced ſhe was mortal, by a deep 
4 figh, and ſome inarticulate words; 
„ and immediately he perceived ſhe. 
+, mas fixedly gazing on a locket; and 
after a few minutes, ſhe raiſed ber 
head, ſighed, preſfed the locket to. ill 
ce. her lips, (don't bluſh quite ſo much, 
4 my dear!) returned it to her boſom, 
bs . and, turning round, diſcovered 
1 4 (to, 


5 8b 
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(to uſe his own words) a face as a 


6 fect as her l 


. 15 


2 Oh, 1 Bagels * incertupred 


Dplielins © I mwſt not ſuffer you to in- 


vent fuch incredible things!” Lord, 


« my dear, it's very odd you won't be- | 
„ lieve me, when I am racking” my 


brain to remember what he {aid ! He 
„ ſpoke to her; I ſuppoſe you know 
„what he ſaid: fo, he concluded, by 
= © afong me, if I could tell who it was x 
© 1 anſwered: very gravely, A ghoſt, 
l ſuppoſe; for I never once thought 


4 af y: but Lady Clifford ſaid, it 


* muſt be Miſs Melbourne! but I 
* dont perfectly comprehend about 


« the locket; for I chin ſhe is too 


“ ſenſible, and too good, to have 


formed a private attachment; and > 


public one I never heard of. Sure, 


5 uy Lord, you nuiſt have been miſe _ 
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c taken but he ſaid, No; 3 and aſked 


: a deſcription of you; I told him you 


© was taller than I am, not quite ſo 
„tall as Lady Clifford, and had dark 
ape which rb I knew about 


„My mother laughed at my inatten- 
cc tion, as ſhe always does, and deſctib- 
< ed to him every one of your features. 
«© He ſaid he was eertain you was the 
© perſon he met: and I ſet off to fetch 
« you to dinner. So now, thank me 
«for remembering all this; you know 
« it is not my forte. 411 do thank 

your Ladyſhip, more for what you 

* have remembered than for what you 
* e invented; which I fuſpect to be 
the largeſt part of this ſtory.” Upon 
6 my word, you are deceived; I have 
7 not told you half of vhat I heard. 
ce: But about this. locket : | what Sql 1 
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"CHAPTER XII. * 


* Totnanzaeeutnt. 


| JAxari oN and ee were WY 
legibly written on the expreſſive 
Lee of Ophelia, chat the mo- 
ment the entered the drawing- room, 
Lady Clifford perceived ſomething. had: 
diſturbed her. She was alone, and ex- 
claimed, Eugenia, what have you-. 
been doing to Miſs Melbourne? I am-- 
« ſure you. have diſpleaſed her.” —— 
No, indeed,” faid Ophelia, your: 
© Ladyſhip is miſtaken ;_ I am hurt that 
© Lady Eugenia fuſpects my ſincerity in 
* a point in which I cannot ſatisfy. her, 
except by aſſeverations which. ſhe. will 
nt believe.“ Nay,” faid I ady 
A . Eugenia; 


BPM LR OPS „ 
Eugenia, indeed I did not mean to be 
6 impertinent, neither could L have ap- 
4 prehended that a little raillery would 
have diſpleaſed you but you are ſo 
1 — LI am grave, my 


cc very gra e 
dear Lady Be and perhaps Iam 1 
petulant; but believe ms: Jam not ſo = 


— 


« % — 
© oe 3G. # 
* 


„Mig Melbourne. Surely,* ank 

H0vr opened, and à genteel, though 

not handſome young man, came in. 
Pk * nnen * ſei hab = 
1 Ophelia, 4 "OY 

© leave to have the 


« * ducing my brother to _ This 


* 


9 Sp 
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e Lord O ſmond. at this 5 is my 
22 ed Maſs Melbourne.” 

'T The uſual Gre nth SY 
Hine roſe, and approaching the little 
PE ſaid, 00 My dear Oſmond, in 
this young lady you fee my third 
* child; you know not how greatly I 
am indebted to her for many hours 
„ of rational and ſalutary happineſs.— 
Miſs Melbourne, Madam,” anſwered 
Lord Oſmond, with an agreeable viva- 
"city, wants not the diſtinction you give 
her; her own attractions are powerful 
enough to gain my admiration at firſt 
fight; but when you introduce her as 
your daughter, I am more than half 
tempted to claim her as my ſiſter.— 
But come, Madam, you have engaged 
muy ſincere eſteem to Miſs Melbourne, 
© by calling her your friend; have yo 

no diſtinction for me? « Certainly,” 


i 
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anſwered. Lady Clifford; ee have I not 


told her you are my lens I hope 
„ that will entitle you to a ſmall ſhare 


of her regard; for I know of no me- 
crit you have of your o.] an! Thank 
vyou, ' ſaid he, ſmiling ; then taking 
Ophelia's hand, he added, Do not 
believe Lady Clifford, Miſs Mel. 
bourne; but allow me to prove ** 
have ſome judgment, "IN oy: admira- | 

5 tion on Yvrighr E mi 


—— 


15 | | "Nx" . 
"fir combed; "aint a becoming 
retenue prevented a reply; 1 Lady 
Clifford made ſome rallying anſwer; at 
ter which the converſation became ge- 
neral. In a-ſhort time, Lord Oſmond 
E, ſaid, „I wonder what's become of Bel- 
<« your} moſt probably, though, he is 
<. walking in the park.” Aye, Jaid 
Lady Clifford, who would not, chat 


is nen * ſuck men, Miene 
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looking; at Ophelia, who' bliſhed: very 
much. Lord Oſmond anſwered, 40 Nes, 
%, imagine he is ſeeking | his lovely 
5 -wood-nymphs: Ill try and find Him.“ 
Do ſo, ſaid Eugenia, laughing (but 


take care you do not fall. into the ri- 


ver, in contemplation- on „ 
© phia. Do not OY „ an— 
a r 8 vga left the room. N 


4 % 
6 ,4 


{ater "i was gone, "Lady Regent 


5 + went up to dreſs, and Ophelia dreading 
To meet Lord Betvour, begged permiſ- 


Hon to 1 — _— 
1 St 216 2 34101 i . | 


* 4 | {$8 5 74 } . 2 
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c . not to the 3 
dom till very near dinner- time; anct 


' Opliclia's colour n, ronſiderably 


Beightened, by perceiving; that Lord 
Belvour was of the party.: his eyes met 
cs of _ were a caſt, 


. * "Owns 


Ss " "Tabs Clifford . 
obſerving her confuſion, an 
entered into a-trifling extend 1 
her; which Ophelia eagerly. imgroyed. 
Her embarraſſment was conſiderablyx 
increaſed, when ſhe perceived the Mar- 
quis approaching them. He whiſpered 
ſomething; to Lady Clifford, who an- 2 


- 


- He continyed, however, to ſtand by 
them, and ſeemed to wiſh. © engage i 5 
Ophelia in conyerlation, but made no- 5 = 

__aaual effort; and the entrance of dinner 3 

3 relieved her from a painful fituation.. a |. 


Immediately 


ſywered, 4 extaunly, ny; Lord; 3 and 'F 

then gravely turning to Ophelia, ſhe 4 

ſaid, „Miſs Melbourne, this is the. 1 
« Marquis of Belvour. My Lord, 3 

Mus Melbourne,” Each, bowed, but l. 

Pan, bart: fd Th 5 1 
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Immediately after dinner, Lady Clif- 


ford, addreſſing herſelf to Lady Euge- 


nia and Ophelia, ſaid, * As you two 


* Jadies are very good friends again, I 


aq may venture to aſk the cauſe / of 


oc your e e this morning?“ 
ſaid Ophelia, your 
Ladyſhip wil not call it a diſagree- 
5 ment; 1 muſt have been ſtrangely 
„eri, to diſagree with Lady Eu- 

© 'genia about ſuch a triflelꝰ' << Well, 


en bete if it was dh trifle, og - 
4 1 , learn what i it was BY 


* 
F 2 
*T 5 #7 4 


Ophelia biel, and 6 of 1 80 


genia with ſupplications in her eyes. 


«. Youlook, Eugenia,” faid Lord Of- 
mond, * fo' very miſchievous, that I 
oe begin to hope we ſhalt Rear the cauſe 
« of Miſs Melbourne's confuſion; I 


vo. an convinced i It 15 ad y imvrefing 
| Tou 


k * 2 © - 
* 


= 


* 


#1; Vo are very impertinent u fad Eu- 
genjia, and I have a good mind not 
© to tell you a word about it.“ ger 
good mind, indeed ſaid Ophelia 3 

and I entreat that your wee 
64. "goodneſs may continue? en 4/2 
Lord! my dear, replied : y 
you know it was not true; r 
as well tell.“ ““ Tou are extremelx 


% unkind,” ſaid "Ophelia; becauſe 


you Know I cannot poſſibly prove 
«6 your” accuſation untrue” PP?” Nei- 
ther of my aceuſations, replied Er 
Eugenia: © the one, locking at Lord 
n » © grows every moment more 
< conſpicuous ;: and the other, Jos can- 
not bur be very-eaaſcious of: 
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aid, ou have he! ſekrer ae 
«© you, ladies! but I 5 not deſpair of | 


T e 


- 


Come, 


— 
— 
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Come, come 1% ſaid Lady Clif 
ford, 1 was not aware that my queſr 
tion would have done miſchief, or B 
g Wau not have aſked; it; but I can- 


not miſtake the expreſſion of Miſs 


* Melbourne's eyes, which bids me 
deſire Eugenia to be ſilent | Jour 


e Ladyſhjp,” ſaid Ophelia, is al- 


ways conſiderate: but I know not 

hen F ſhall forgive Lady Eugenia.“ 
Nay, replied Eugen, Þ think I 
£ have been very good!“! Vo 
e have,” | aid Ophelia, with a file 3 


Bi but who, ma eee „ bing 


8 


122 Ven n thank. me, „ü Met 
« Fan ſaul Lord Ofmond ; for 
_ © nothing but my impertinence, as my 
+GRter-calls it, prevented hereproceed- 
ing!“ I do thank your Lordſhip,” 
anſwered Ophelia; for 15 am ware be 


* * happy, ny Eugenia: di d 
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nſation for the diſ- 

' retire ; but 
in ſocial and agree- 
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of Miſs 8 8 return to was 

parſonage, : ſhe acquainted Mr. and 
Mrs. Overbury with, a full account of 
her morning's adventure : and they ſat 


chatting it over, till near twelve o'clock, 
and then retired. -- Ophelia, inſtead of 


going to bed, as ſhe was not ſleepy, fat 
down, and wrote the following letter to 
Mrs. Alwin, in anſwer to one ſhe had | 
received a few Fans. betore. 


— 1 


15 Jou chide me, my deareſt Mrs. 
g — 2 for not giving you the por- 


- © traits of my friends at Lumley-Houſe. 


< J am unwell,” you ſay; I want 
* nent, and from your deſcrip- 


Fe | 60 tire 
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« tive talents I expect it.“ That vou 
© are indiſpoſed, my ineſtimable friend, 
I extremely lament; that you want 
amuſement, I am forty 3 for I fear; it 
is not in my power to give it you: all 5 
can do, however, you may com- 
mand; and whom faber en. 
4 2 eee 5: wer TT ons 
NP Firſt: my che. firſt! * my we 
8 N Clifford ſtands earlieſt on the liſt 
< with me. She is about forty, tall and 
« commanding in her air. At firſt fight _ 
© you are ftruck with a kind of awe, 
which the ſweetneſs of her counte- 


© 'nance. immediately diſſipates, and 2 


leaves only a ſenſation of the tendereſt 
eſteem. Her underſtanding, i is ſolid, 
and cultivated; and yet I. have not 
given you my idea of it: it poſſeſſes 
* that brightneſs, diſcrimination," and 
i diſcernment which Yau know I am ſo 
k Ee N _ YT og * bond 
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2 WIR of. Her temper. I apprehend to 
b be rather haſty; for, take from her a 


© '{mall ſhare of family pride (which yet 


| ©: narrows not her heart) and you do 
n not leave her a ſingle fault. Extenſive 


4. Ae Weis and the warmeſt charity, 
omplete her admirable character; 


8 which F- know not how to'praiſe as I 


c ought. She can tolerate folly which 


nature gives, but v none that art teaches; 
Vi affectation, vanity,” inf 


ſenſibility,” and 
illiberality, provoke at once her anger 


and her ſatire. She once faid, I do 
s not object to a man's making a fool 
. of himſelf, if he pleaſes; but why 

. ſhould he obtrude his folly on-me:?” 
r 


anſwered my Lord, * if every 


one held your 


3 4 would . be de 


15 AMT? 
2 3 27 * 


+ 


| opinion, what would 
i become of ſociety? Society! te 
5 replied, „ah, my dear Lord, donot 
fo degrade the term, I beſeech — 
; hal vi 


x 


- - 
1 6 $6 
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0 But, were my ſentiments to become 


« general, the loſs would not be much 
<« regretted {” Her vein of ſatire, with 


her judgment, is delightful, and ſo 


natural, that ſhe cannot reftrain.it 
© but you will aſk, 
« theſe faults?” Ah no, my dear mo- 
0 © derate friend, to me they are beauties! 


+ If I dwell ſo long on each of my cha- 


© rafters, this letter will be pwn * 

o wil be inclined t to . 

by Fro rom * I "he ah fra of 
5 the Earl, you will perceive he is * 
© man of the world ; that is to ſay, what 
-Y uſually ſtiled a polite and accom- 
pliſhed man: his manners are thoſe 
of a perſon. of quality; and you 2 
c not, till you have known him ſome 
time, perceive that hie is rather ſuper- 
« ficial. He has a ſhining readineſs” 
About him, that impoſes © on 
C | 
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be much diſconcerted, were you to 


4 0 witneſs the abruptneſs and inaccuracy 
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4 humble; ; too humble indeed ! for 
4 ſhe has not even emulation. 
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CHAPTER xv. 


A DISSERTATION: 


F 


4 AFTER our 1 teloine had n 
ed this long epiſtle, ſhe retired to 

bed; but, as Voltaire ſays, Ses rideaua 

etait fermes mais elle n' avait nulle envie 

1 de dormir ſeu caur, et ſeu imagination, 

_  - etait trop evielles. She recollected eve- 
ry word that had paſſed in the courſe 
of the day; and, with forrow, ſhe ſaw 

_ _ that it was impoſſible for her to clear 

' herſelf to Lady Clifford of the imputa- 
ſiion of a ſecret attachment, except by 

diſcloſing the truth, in which ſhe felt an 
 _ nvincible repugnance to do. And 

7 * 3 ſhe, * muſt Lord Bel- 
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* vour think of me The idea of chis- 


was more tormenting than any which | 


had preceded it; © and yet, ſhe conti - 
ate * 16 koi a little matter of i im- 


« portance what he thinks; only one 
< would not wiſh to give a ſtranger, and 


particularly one ſo apparently. ami- 
© able, the leaſt unfavourable idea of 
one: yet, how ſhall 1 avoid it?? She 


knew very well that Lady Eugenia 


would never ceaſe her raillery, nor had 
ſhe diſcovered that it had * amales 


effect upon hers „ 4s obs 


Ophelia now began to. ainſi in ahi _ 


a manner: . Fool that 1; am, 
« why is it that my every ſentiment is 
as plain to every indifferent ohferv- 
er as to myſelf? How will Lady . 
«« Clifford's opinion of me ſink, if ſhe 


gives but the leaſt degree of belief ; 


* that 1 have ceaſed to be too good 
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en ant! tee ſenlible 26 form a priva 
e attachment? Well, methinks I wil 
r endeavour all I can not to retain che 
4 fmalleſt recollection of it any longer. 
* Now, let me Tee: I have to con- 
nder in what dreſs 1 am Dent 1, g in 
<6 for to-morrow.” 59 
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< be en which ee the mind 
ef Miſs Melbourne on the ſubject of 
her apparel, at leaſt took her up half an 
Pour to difcufs;; when, ſtarting up on a 
ſudden, ſhe exclaimed; „Heavens! 
is it poſſible that J have taken fuch a 
**!]ength of time in conſidering on ſo 
© unprofitable a Tubje&t 1 When did 
* Lever ſuch a thing before? But ra- 
„cher, Why is it that I have done it 
% OW? — Amidſt the various conjec- 
tures which was raiſed by this thought, 
Neep proved powerful, and overtook. 
her; wu. the next Ry the aroſe 
e mucke ; 
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choſe to walk to Lumley-Houſe with 


the footman, where ſhe was received 
with reproaches, for being ſo late. 


_- Mits Melbourne now imagined that 
ſhe perceived a ſingular gravity in the 
behaviour of Lady Clifford, that ſhe 
knew not how- to account for, and 
which all her Ladyſhip's kindneſs and 
indulgence had not the power of con- 
cealing. — was not any thing oc- 
cured which demands remarking. In 
this ſweet and eſtimable ſociety many 
days paſſed. over ; but never one in 
which Ophelia did not viſit her friends, 
or be viſited by them. She became 
eyery day more acquainted with the 
Tnerits of each: and this happy little 
party, being familiarized to each other 
by a thouſand nameleſs trifles, ſeemed 
as 4 N were actuated by one and the 

fame 
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1 - The aer . 1 Eugenia, ply i. 
was. too weak to mix congenially with 
theirs: it was not ſtrong enough to re- 
fiſt; and, by yielding to all their plans, | 
ſhe appeared to take part in them. 
They read, worked, walked, ſung, 
painted, and conve ſe by turns; ant 
the voice of Ophelia received additional 
ſtrength and accuracy from the accom- 
panyment of Lord Belvour's flute, 
which * diſcourſed moſt eloquent mu- L 
« ſic: and the violin of Lord Of- ; : 
mond, vic the harpſichord, of Miſs 1 
Melbourne, and the violincello of ne 
Clifford, formed at times a moſt. de- 
lightful concert; 3 and at others, the fot 15 
lute of Ophelia was her only aſſiſtancee. 
Although a want of knowledge in Ladſ ß, 
an. excluded her n Partaking 
in 
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nn their harmony; and by chat means 
. prevented the want of talents in herſelf 
1 being fo much taken notice of. 
While they were oecupied in deligr 


news from 
che windows (ef which Ophelia col- 
36et ſeveral, -r l g n | 
The library was continually the. | 
their employment. Their conver- 
nadons often fell on Hterary ſubjetts': 
| | on the Fine Arts, Muſic, 
| ; they debated for fore tine 6 
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| „ book occafion 0 
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united, and how difficult it is to ſe- 
parate them. Thus: Painting and 
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of imagination, hits the one helps 
us to form, the other realizes in 0 
lours ; if not more vivid, more de- 

termined and laſting. On the othet 
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cellent and moſt beautiful ſubjects 
from the images of Poetry. 'Muſic 
adds to and receives graces from 
Poetry; but with Drawing, 1 think, 
one 2 IR: it 1 un 
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ar. Clifford apts to Miſe Mel: 
dourne, It is fo, my dear girl; and 
your remarks, | to give them the 
«£ higheſt praiſe, are | worthy of your 
The art of Drawing, however, if it is 
2 uncon- 


hand, Drawing derives its moſt ex- 


ec Poetry receive each che higheft ant 
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8 « unconnected. with Muſic, has one 
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very great advantage over it, that ir 


can be enjoyed alane ; which Muſic, 


except on the harpſichord or organ 


* © (and then, it cannot be ſaid to be 


a 


in its full extent, by any means) 7 
cannot. All others are, in my opi- 
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"> nion, only accompanying  inſtru- 


ments, and therefore, when alone, 


are very inferior.” Here Lady Clif- 
ford finiſhed her remark; and at the 


ſame time gave a look at Miſs Mel- 
bourne, as if ſhe wiſhed to hear her 
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Ophelia e an the 
idea Lady Clifford had in giving her ſo 
ſignificant a a look at the. cloſe of her 


- obſervation ; but had that not been the 
cafe, ſhe was fully prepared and deter- 
mined to anſwer her Ladyſhip to one 

e, in which ſhe a little differed. nl 
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0 bein therefore began, as follows: 
«© Admitting this to be ſo (and which I 
4 do not by any means deny) pet, 
| 66. give me leave to obſerve, that it s 
«. ſtill, only but a partial inconvenience 
«© and that Drawing has one much 
<< greater, in my opinion; Which is 


60 this, — At che time of performances - 
8 the pleaſure which; is derived from 
| able, and 
9 very unſociable. Again, you wall 
* ſay, to compenſate this, that Draw: 


Cc. it is wholly u uncomm 


ing can always give plealure after. 
64 thax: of the artiſt has ceaſed 40. Weh 
ce muſt- be aclmnitted. It is therefore; 
<<. as far as I am capable of duden 
very [unfair to divide theſe deligheful 
cnarts, or anywiſe imagine the ohne 
te to be ſuperior to the other: they 
*Houghitilbrays 0 de untted and inſe> 
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Opbelia hod 5uft ſpoken, after making 
her a reſpectful bow, thhs addreffed 
who- 
e ute dem fo completely in your on 


perfon, may be juftly aMowed to ſay 


$ «this; und we who. fee, in you, how 
they may be joined; will moſt un- 


5 :Goubtet)y concur in our opinion; 
t but peruiit e to add, fuce no one 
© fuſſents from yo idta, dat u pedfon 
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e Tahnor, nay, it is/abſotmety: im- 
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*. ſuppoſing that a love for chem has 


-<, the leaſt. tendency to make a perſon 


< anywiſe liberal and charming; but 
* that liberality of mind produces the 


as few underſtand. But even to this 


A, I acknowledge there may be 
: £ | forme exceptions, although I do nat 
« know a fngle inſtance, in the, circle 
7 of my acquaintance, nor do 1 xer 


collect of ever en fuck, Aa ONS. - 
c ee, Fee | 


7 Lundy Clifford, 4 * rd; he k 
Marquis s ſentiments with a deal of ſa- 
tisfaction; and being highly pleaſed 
with his free and affable manner of de- 
livering them, anſwered, Your Lord- 
« ſhip has ſpoken. ſo well, and ſo fully 


% on this ſubject, that, as nothing far- 
«- ther can be ſaid on it, and we art 


” e, nem. con. I move for the ad- 
ee eee 
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Her Ladythip expreſſed. hs” in 7 


Humorous a manner, chat it was the £22 


means of creating 2 deal of 14ughter, 


12 and which took a conſiderable ' time | 


to ſubſide. After chis, the ladies with- 
drew for- ſome time, in order to dreſs 
themſelves ; bot were not long before 


| they returned: Lady Clifford and Mis 


Melbourne firſt entered ; her Lad „hi ip | 


having hold of . Ophelia? 8 hand, And 
ſeemingly in cloſe converſation; and 
then followed Lady Eugenia. After 
| they had been ſeated, the 3 H "who 


fut next to Miſs Melbourne, peaking 


to her in a low tone of voice, ſaid, * 
J am not poſitively ſure, Mils Mel- 
„ bourne, whether I was altogether 


Bs right in my aſſertion,” looking at 
ber, with. a ſmile. To which ſhe re-, 5 
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plied, © Your aſſertion of what? mi 
Lord.“ © That you,” anſwered he, 
esc unite the three charming arts in 
your own perſon, That of Muſic | 
TH « and. Painting, WS. know ta a, cer- 
4 tainty: but whether Poetry? At 
re any. rate, continued his Lordſhi 5 
. 4. Jam very. ſure it is. your own. fault 
J E UK you do not write, extremely well: 
= cc and beſi des, you. who are ſo luxu- 
&. riant a ſubject, I think, may, with the 
cc. greateſt. Propriety, by W to poly 
« ſels . e 


1 
ny 


47 was ſome. time "ales! Ophelia 
E's any. reply to the Marquis. She 
bluſhed for a while, and anſweredt him, 
with a ſmiles, I preſume, your Lord 
© ſhip means in the ſatixic ſtile of com- 
CE poſition To which. he. replied, 
No, Miſs Melbourne, you do not 
| 4. N think ſo! you: cannot ſuppoſe 


; that 


— 


i rnavss. 1 


A nexer en proven pars 05 your. 
« time to write in verſe?” Ag; the 
| Marquis ſeemed to preſs this queſtion, 
Ophelia was too honeſt to diſſemble; 


and acknowledged, with reluctance, 


that ſhe ſometimes {| pent an hour or 


two in that exerciſe, by way of amuſing 
herſelf. g 


Miſs Melbourne At: 3 
ſeveral ſubjects on which ſhe had Writ- 
ten, in the poetic ſtile, his Lordſhip 
intreated her, in a very polite manner, 


to indulge him with a fight of fome of 


her performance. With much diffi- 
culty, he at length prevailed on her to 
| ſhew him ſome pieces, which he read, 

and highly extolled the abilities - of 
0 1 , while his commendations made 
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A DEPRIVATIONS | wth 15 
W H Kk N Ophelia % home 
in the evening, the found her 
dear and parental friends, Mr. and 
Mrs, Overbury, fitting to | 
engaged in a ſerious converſation. A. . | 
little while after ſhe had been- ſeated; 
Mrs Overbury ſaid to her,“ My dear 
Ophelia, whether will you ſtay at 
© home with Mr. Overbury, or go 
with me, the day after to-morrow, 
te into L Devonſhire? This, I am per- 
te ſuaded, you did not think would 
* happen ſo hath child.” Into De- 
vonſnire, Ma'am! you aſtoniſi me 
5 And are you really going there: {6+ 
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© ſpon??? «© Yes, my love,” replied 
Mrs. Overbury, „I am. You. know, 
I have been waiting for a letter from 
c Henrietta, for ſome time, which was 
© to determine my going; ; and I re- 
« ceived one this morning, about half 
n hour after you went out; -1 
£© which ſhe mentions her -moſt 0 | 
ec wilhes for the ſupporting preſence of 
* her affectionate mother, as ſoon as 
„there is a poſſibility. I purpoſe, 
4 therefore, W off che days: after 
* to -Mmorrow,” | 


4: 3 * BO? for ſome time, 
hat anſwer ſhe ſhould give to Mrs. 
| Overbury's queſtion ; then ſaid, f Pray, 
£-Ma'am, why cannot we all go? 1 
* ſhould think it the moſt agreeable 
4 'plan;* and ſtedfaſtly looked at Mr. 
 Overbury at the ſame time. He made 
her no other reply than by lifting up 


3 + 


— 
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his foot, which was violently fwelled 
with the gout : at ſight of which. Ophe- 


lia exclaimed, © On Heavens what an 


unfeortunate affair this is! Oh my 
« dear Sir, how grievouſly you are tor- 


© mented! I ſee the neceſſity you will 


© have for a nurſe during Mrs. Over- 


* bury's abſence : I will with pleaſure 
1 officiate in that capacity.“ Then 
monie to Mrs. Overbury, ſaid, © With 

* your permiſſion, Ma'am, I will ſtay 
© at home, and be houlckeeper till * 
return.“ 


This kind offer of Ophelia's was 


bighly pleaſing to Mr. and Mrs. Over- 


bury, as well as acceptable, on ſuch an 
occaſion: and Mrs. Overbury replied 


to her, Lou are very good, my love, 
« indeed ; and I think it will be much 
6 better: it would be unkind to leave 


£ Mr. Overbury by himſelf. But you 
. © muſt. 
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* muſt promiſe. me not to confine 


an yourfelf too much, Ophelia. 


. No, no,” replied Mr. Overbury, , 
© will not conſent to your remaining 


© at home with me, if yon do not pro- 
© miſe to do juſt as you would if Mrs. 


© Overbury was here: without that 
* agreement, my dear Ophelia, 1 would 
much rather have you go along with 

4 her; and I ſhall manage here in the 


© beſt manner I can till your return. — 

Ophelia then anſwered him, „ Well, 
« we ſhall not make the leaſt diſpute 
« on the ſubject; it ſhall be Ar 


46 as you have Boah fad. * 


2 


This matter Aeg now 1 


. had to the ſatisfaction of each, Miſs 
55 Melbourne was impatient to hear of 
Henrietta; and faid to Mrs. Overbury, 


© But tell me, Madam, how my be- 


+ M6 loved Mrs. Alwin does? it is now 
EF — — 44 6 Ry ſome | 


q 97 


F. ſome time ſince I had the rieren, ad 
«© heating from her.. Indeed,” 
plied Mrs. Overbury, 7 ſhe. is at this 


LVMLET HODS F- 


time but in à very indifferent . ſtate, 


8 Ophelia, and exceedingly, low r {pt- 
- rited; Which altes me haſten. my 
*< viſit che more. My. Overbury ſaid, 
it Was. * hope that ſhe might have a 
ſale and expeditious Journeys. A his 
dear news, was all-impatience, far 
tte Sen of her affectionate ma- 
ther; and he was certain that her Pre- 
ſence would u ne is 4 ipeedy be- 


covery. 


lakes to tha journey ; 1 was deter- 
mined that Ophelia ſhould remain at 
home with Mr, Qverbury. This met 
as much with Miſs Melbourne's appre- 
bation as theirs, and father more iff, 
as ihe had intended going inte Devon 
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ſhire to ſee her friend Mrs. Alwin, 
after her lying-in > and after which, as 
Mrs. Overbury | obſerved, ſhould her 
Henrietta do well, every thing would 
then afford more pleaſure to Ophelia, 
than if ſhe was to go there at an earlier 
| period. Mr. Ov erbury begged that 
no time might be omitted to write him 
an account of his daughter's ſafe re- 
covery, as ſoon as that time arrived: 
and Ophelia Joined in the happineſs ſhe 
fould feel on hearing an account of 
Mrs. Alwin's 19 880 and * y deli- 


very. 


— 


The converſation was agreeably kept 
on for a conſiderable while on this ſub- 
Ject. At laſt they found the time ap- 

2 proach i in which it was neceſſary to re- 
tire to reſt ; and Ophelia, bidding them 
adieu for the night, retired to her bed. 
15 "chamber. 30 
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When Ophelia got up the next 
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morning, which was earlier than hen 
accuſtomed hour, ſhe took a long walk 

5 45 -- | ; RY ; 

in the garden, and amuſed herſelf by 


reading one of her favourite authors, 


till the time of Mr. and Mrs. Over- 
bury's coming down to breakfaſt had 


arrived. She then mentioned to Mrs. 


Overbury her deſire of ſpending the 
whole of that day at home with her; 

as perhaps ſhe ſhould not have the 
pleaſure of enjoying her company for 
ſome time again; and ſhe would not 
chooſe to leave her beloved protect- 
reſs on ſuch an occaſion. Mrs. Over- 5 
bury kindly thanked Ophelia for the 


great affection ſhe ſhewed to her on 
all occaſions, and particularly the pre- 


ſent; and moſt thankfully acceptet f 
of the oſſer ſhe made- ber? but at the 
ſame time expreſſed her hope, that it 


might not be the means of preventing 
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Miſs Melbourne from any previous 
engagement ſhe might have. made, and 
where her company, the was ſure, 
- world be equally agreeable. Ophelia 
made a low courteſy, and faid, I am 
© happy in having the good opinion of 
ſo ſincere a friend; and likewiſe add- 
ed, © It ſo happens, that I have not at 
* preſent any other appointment; but 
nad that even been the cafe, I know 
not of one that ſhould not have given 

* place to the e 1 ſhall receive in 
he y_ n 


e e e 
Mrs. Overbury was to take her leave, 
alchough but for a ſhort time, Ophelia 

was quite overwhelmed with grief at 
the thought of her departure. She 
fghed and wept. Her feelings for her 
dear and eartieft friend, on this occa- 

70 were _— as poignant. as if they 

bad 
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an * 
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we 
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Bad not been to ſee each other n 


She then, exclaimed, © Ah my beloyed 
mother! it is now that we part for 
« the fiſt time! Ab, how ſhall I be 
able to ſupport this deprivation, Oh, 
67. methinks, Lat this moment feel as if 
my heart was torn from my boſom * 
« How ſhall I e this ?” 18 


Mrs. TONE YE at Se ſor . 


deeply affected, could not avoid ſhed- | 


ding tears likewiſe, although ſhe en- 8 


deavoured to reſtrain them. Then. 
taking Ophelia by che hand, ſhe faid,. 
Do not weep, my dear child, my. ſe- 
"of cond daughter! ary VP" your tears, 
5 ſhall enjoy the wand of meeting 
＋ ar. I ſhall write to you on every 
- oceaſion, you may de aſſured. In 
0 the mean time rely on Mr. Oyer- 
S bury's advice; and any dubious 
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_ © point that may occur, - conſult” him; 

the will be ever ready to affitt yo 

© with his opinion. I beg alſo, that 

6. 0 wilt be particularly attentive to 
your health. Here Mrs. Overbury 

and Ophelia took leave of each other, 

with an affectionate embrace and a deep 

18. 5 5 


This melancholy adieu ſo enervated 
the mind of Miſs Melbourne, that 

many hours were ſpent by her in tears, 
althouglr ſhe erdeavoured all ſhe could 
to reaſon herſelf into good fpirits ; but 
it was not in her power to contrive the 
leaſt amuſement for herſelf, or find out 
any comfort for her remaining vene- 
rable and much afflited. friend Mr. 
_ Overbury, WwHñ¹ now ſtood in need f 
fach a- reger cu e to hens, 0 


* 5 ; . . P N 
# 4 $ 1 * 4 9 * 1 * * * — E 


Ophelis . 


Ophelia, who was by this time quite 
aſhamed of her behaviour, as well as 
forry for leaving her worthy friend Mr: 
Overbury ſo long by himſelf, at laſt 
procured refolution enough to enter his | 

ſtudy, whither he had retired, and of- 5 7 bi 
fered to read to him. T his the 3 1 
man moſt readily accepted; obſervin 8 

to her at the fame time, that her em . 
phatical and eafy manner of expreſſion, | 
gave him a deal of ſatisfaction. Miſs 
Melbourne courteſied; and then ſat 
down by him. She began with ſomm 

new Chemical Eſſays, which Mr. Over- 
bury had been engaged in peruſing be- 

fore ſhe went in. The ſtudy of Che- 
miſtry was a ſcience in which he took 
peculiar delight, and beſtowed a con- 
iderable part of his time in obtain- 

ing a thorough knowledge of it. Al- 

though this was not a ſubject which 
food ſo high in the eſtimation of Ophe- 
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lia, yetſhe made not the leaſt objection 
to it. The ſoft and beautiful. inflec- 
tions of her voice, although on ſo very 
monotonous a ſubject, charmed the old 
man, and made him, ar 2 while, for- 


Ser his pain. 


. When they fax down og to teaz 
Mr. Overbury ſaid, . My. dear Ophe+- 
t lia, you have eee eee 
* me by your reading; but I will not 
„ any longer fatigue you with theſe 
. eflays. As the evening is warm, 
bl and the &y ſerene, we will, if agree- 
id . able to you, dear child, take a walk 
|ih into the garden, to one of my far 
4 vourite ſeats, and there amuſe our- 
iſ „ ſelves with a /volumne of Shabaſpeaca, 
Which we ſhall carry along with us. 
1 Miſs Melbourne to this gave her moſt 
dan concurrences and they gn 


— 


LOMLEY= ou E e083 
Gere ſlowly ; he ſupporting himſelf * 


her arm and his ick. 


As ſoon as they had arrived in the 


garden, and ſeated, Ophelia began to 


read the play of Much Ado about 


- Nothing.” This excellent comedy af. 
forded a fund of entertainment: they 


hughed and wept for ſome time alter- 


nately. They were ſeated on a bench; 1 
with its back to the houſe, under the 


ſhade of ſome trees, and commanding 


a beautiful and pictureſque view; nor 


could there be conceived any thing 


mote ſtrikingly pleaſing than the figures. 


of Mr. Overbury and Ophelia! — an 
old man, whoſe venerable features bore 


the traces of goodneſs and-peace, even 


more ex preſſive than they did that of 


age; whoſe white locks fell over his 
Lioulders, and whole eyes were fixed, 


with 
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with a mixture of tenderneſs and ats 
tention, on a young and lovely girl, 
who, leaning one arm on the ſide of 
the bench, and her face on her hand, 
was earneſtly employed in reading a- 
loud: and a flight wind having taken 


off her hat, her attention was ſo much 


engaged to the ſubje& which ſhe read, 
that ſhe ſat without it, while her beau- 
tiful long hair was flowing in ringlets 
down her back. This was a ſubject 
which would have done honour to the 
pencil of the greateſt artiſt. From the 
attitude in which Ophelia fat in, her 
hair falling over her face and hand, 
half ſhading the book ſhe held, and 
gently waving in the breeze, her lovely 
form, in my opinion, completely an- 
ſwered that exquiſite deſcription which 
the Poet gives; ard which I ſhall here 
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a ; n The faultleſs form,:! . 
Shaped by the hand of Harmony.s 3 the 


cheek _ | 3 
Where the live crimſon thro? the native | 
White, 


Soft ſhooting o'er the face, ditfufes Lived? 
And ev'ry nam grace: the parting lip, 
Like the red roſe-bud, moiſt with morning | 

dew, | 

Breathing delight: 


The look reſiſtleſs, piercing to the ſoul, 
And by the ſoul inform'd. T“ 


After Mis Melbourne bad pro- 
ceeded through ſeveral ſcenes of the 


comedy, and pauſing à little at that 
ſpeech of Leun, 


« Give me 2 father who fo lov'd his child,” 


which touched her feelings fo forcibly, 
ſhe could not prevent the tears from . = Wh 
flowing down her cheeks. Here {hems 1 
topped for ſome moments; when, on & 2 
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ſudden, hearing a ruſtling amongſt the 


leaves, ſhe turned haſtily round; and, 
- ſtarting from her ſeat, dropped the 


is it Lou!“ 


book, and exclaimed, Ah, Heavens! 


40 


END OF THE FIRST VOLUME» 


— K K 
— —— : . . oi OE IPEET=T: 


